
 
 

                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                         
                                    
             
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 

       
   
       
           
                    
 

                       
 
 
 
 

President’s Message 
By Bob Holbrook 

 
The beginning of a new year offers us the opportunity to renew 
commitments – commitments to family, to friends, to neighbors, our 
church, our community, and our nation. Reach out to those most 
important in your life – and tell them just how important they are and 
thank them for being there with you and for you. Not only will they feel 
elevated by your care, but you will also receive a wonderful gift of 
having done a good thing. Try it. Today. 
 
Although not of the same level of emotional bonding, we also renew our 
commitment to our vehicles at the start of the year. This is a good time 
to update maintenance and undertake any needed repairs. When was 
the last time the oil and filter were changed? Have you checked the air 
pressure in your tires (including the spare if you have one)? How about 
the air filters (engine & interior)? Is the air conditioning ready for south 
Texas heat coming in a few months? Have you been intending to 
replace shocks, bushings, brakes, or other parts of the suspension? 
Maybe now is a good time to get started so that your trusty Mercedes is 
prepared for another 10,000 – 20,000 miles of operation during 2013. If 
you are confident that your car can make the trip to Minnesota or New 
Mexico or Florida, you won’t hesitate to plan and enjoy the drive. 
 
And, of course, the appearance of our Mercedes’ is always a point of 
pride. I am fortunate to have a water well at my house. The limestone 
(calcium) in the water ensures that my teeth, bones, and fingernails are 
strong; the limestone also coats my car with a chalk-like layer of white 
when I wash it. Fortunately, a Wash Tub carwash is nearby and I have 
grown to enjoy sipping a cup of coffee and reading the paper while the 
young men do a great job cleaning my car. However, I still enjoy 
polishing and waxing it after the wash job. I have tried, over the years, 
probably every make of wax and polish manufactured. My favorites – 
for ease of going on-&-off as well as bright shine – are the various 
Meguiar’s products. Park in the shade, tune-in your favorite radio 
station, open a cold beer, and start the Karate Kid routine of “wax on, 
wax off.” Few activities in life result in such a dramatic and immediate 
change of appearance as does a polish or wax job on your favorite car. 
I waxed two cars yesterday and really enjoyed admiring the sparkle of 
the paint. Of course, it rained this morning - - but the water drops were 
standing elegantly on the hood. 
 
So welcome the New Year, appreciate those around you, and take care 
of your cars. Simple philosophy to ensure happiness in life!  
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Section Officers 

 
President Robert (Bob) Holbrook 
210-630-
7495(c)/holbrook.robert@sbcglobal.net 
 
Vice President Tom Jones 
210-787-9108(c) 
thomas.preston.jones@us.army.mil 
 
Secretary Kathie Steele 
512-497-9012(c)/dieselbenz@wildblue.net 
 
Treasurer Keith Steele 
512-558-1834(c)/keiths@wildblue.net 
 
Newsletter Editor Kathie Steele 
dieselbenz@wildblue.net 
 

Regional Director 
 
Charles Boyd 
580-255-4040(c)/cl.boyd@sbcglobal.net 

New Members 
David Ashley 
Marcy Cavazos-Colunga 
Larry Childs 
Robert Compton 
Odel Couch 
William Fugate 
Victor Gabela 
David Giese 
Jack Harden 
Reid Hartson 
John Hernandez 
Ed Hicks 
Richard LaPierre 
Kathryn McCall 
Terry Newman 
Lisa Patti 
Bruce Scarborough 
Justin Steeken 

  

  

Scarborough Scarborough 

Scarborough Scarborough 

Scarborough Scarborough 

 

Member Renewals 
Joe Aaron 
Michael Adamek 
John Agnew 
Tutti Burkett 
Lady Byron 
Cecil Clark 
John Davidson 
Ned Davitt 
John McFadden 
Rojelio Garcia 
Tim Howard 
John McFadden 
Barbara O’connor 
Charles Pearson 
Eduardo Paez 
Charles Sachs 
David Senseman 
Thomas Tredici 
Michael Yost 

Willkommen 
And 

Thank you! 
 

Thank you for your support in helping make the Texas Hill Country Section one of the best 
in MBCA!    Your yearly membership dues help to support our section financially.     
  
Your Email Is Needed – If you have provided us an email address, thank you!  If not, PLEASE send your 
email address to dieselbenz@wildblue.net or call (512)497-9012.  Your email address is used for club 
purpose only and will allow you to receive information in a timely manner rather than on a quarterly basis.  It 
also saves our club the cost of copying and mailing the newsletter.                  

Thank you for your support and telling others of the many benefits of membership! 

Texas Section Calendar of Events 
(Events as of 2/1) 

 
Lone Star:  
March 1&2 – Mercedes-Benz Car Corral &  
Grand-AM Race 
 
North Texas:  
March 16 - DIY at Marshall Motors 
March 23 - Azalea Trails Drive to Tyler TX 
April 13 - Member Appreciation Picnic 
May 3 -   Drive to historic Jefferson TX 
 

Ft. Worth: 

March 16: Vintage Lunch and Car Show   
April 20-21: Hill Country Run  
May 25: Texas History Tour  
 
 
 
Always check the section’s website at 
www.mbca.org  for the most complete event 
information.  All dates are subject to change. 
 

Texas Hill Country Section Officers 
And Regional Director 

 
South Central Regional Director   
Gene Jurick/gjurick@tx.rr.com 

 
President Robert (Bob) Holbrook 

210-630-7495(c)/holbrook.robert@sbcglobal.net 
 

Vice President Joe Borrero 
210-408-1059/joeb55@sbcglobal.net 

 
Secretary Kathie Steele 

512-497-9012(c)/dieselbenz@wildblue.net 
 

Treasurer Keith Steele 
512-558-1834(c)/keiths@wildblue.net 

 
Newsletter Editor Kathie Steele 

512-497-9012/dieselbenz@wildblue.net 

  
 
 

Lee Strickland 
Ruben Torres 
Jose Ugart 
Herman 
Villarreal 
 

 

mailto:dieselbenz@wildblue.net
http://www.mbca.org/
mailto:gjurick@tx.rr.com
mailto:/holbrook.robert@sbcglobal.net
mailto:210-408-1059/joeb55@sbcglobal.net
mailto:/dieselbenz@wildblue.net
mailto:/keiths@wildblue.net
mailto:512-497-9012/dieselbenz@wildblue.net


 
 

                                                                                       
                                                                                                 

 

                                                                                                                          
                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                        

                                                                
 

       
 
      

             
                           
     
 
        
                                     

                                         
 
 

 
  
 
     
 
 
 
 

                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

                                                                                                          

Club Membership Assists all Owners of Mercedes 

Your membership provides access to Tech Talk on the MBCA website 
where the Mercedes-Benz Club of America's technical director is 
available to assist members with their technical questions.  Tech Talk is 
furnished with hard-to-find technical manuals and bulletins from 
Mercedes-Benz USA (MBUSA). 
  
Click on the Tech Talk tab at the top of the home page to read Technical 
articles submitted by club members and  questions answered by 
specialists such as George Murphy, Pierre Hedary and Jonathan 
Hodgman.                                     
 
And don’t forget the Forums for Mercedes-Benz Models and Chassis. 
Mercedes forums include every model made by Mercedes from A class to 
GLK, the Sprinter, Smart Car, Adenauer, Gullwing, vintage and 
collectibles.  You must log in to www.mbca.org to participate. 
 
 

 

Pop Quiz: 
How well do you know 
the Mercedes brand and 
its history?  
 
 One question and answer 
will be posted in each 
newsletter (as space 
allows).   
See how well you do.  
Take the test, if you 
dare. 
 

 

The 2013 Mercedes-Benz Club of America national event, Startech, will be 
hosted by the Alabama Section.  The technical seminars will be conducted at the 
Mercedes-Benz factory in Vance, Alabama during May 20-22nd.  This pop quiz 
concerns the M-Class built at the factory.  

The history of the factory goes back to 1993 when the former Daimler-Benz AG 
(now Daimler AG) announced that it would build its first passenger vehicle 
manufacturing facility in the United States.   After several months, the company 
chose Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, as the location for its $300-million plant. 
Mercedes-Benz U.S. International, Inc. (MBUSI) was formed to fulfill the goal of 
producing the Mercedes-Benz M-Class Sport Utility Vehicle for the worldwide 
market.  

The original M-Class won more than 60 awards including the 1998 North 
American Truck of the Year, 1998 Motor Trend Truck of the Year, and 
Consumers Digest “Best Buy”.  What well known Hollywood movie of the 1990’s 
did the new M-Class debut in? 
 

 LA Confidential 

 Ronin 

 The Lost World: Jurassic Park 

 The Saint (remake) 
 

See the answer in this newsletter 

 

 
 
 

Is it Time to Renew Your Membership? 
 
Don't forget to renew your MBCA membership if 
yours is about to expire this March, April, or May. 
 
This will assure continuation of the many benefits 
MBCA offers, and enables you to maintain or 
establish your eligibility for MBCA loyalty rewards 
(requires 12 months of continuous membership - no 
lapses).  
 
You may also call the national business office at 
(800) 637-2360 for assistance or go to 
www.mbca.org.  

 

 

 

http://www.mbca.org/
http://www.mbca.org/


 
 

                                                                                                                                                                 

     
         

                                               
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
        

       
                                                      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
       

                         
 
        

                   
 
 

Seven time world champion, 
 Michael Schumacher with team mate Nico Rosberg 

Our December Holiday Dinner  
 

Our first holiday dinner was a success and lots of fun as twenty-seven members met on Thursday, December 
13, 2012 at Maggiano’s Little Italy.  Maggiano’s is located at the Rim Shopping Center in San Antonio. 
  
One large table was reserved, but the restaurant quickly added a second table once we began arriving.  The 
event began at 6:00 PM and soon after being seated and looking at the menu, we placed our food and drink 
order.   Many ordered some of the signature dishes such as lasagna or one of the tasty seafood dishes while 
others ordered one of the specialty dishes. 
  
We then had plenty of time to talk and catch up before our food arrived.  We also greeted a few members who 
were attending their first event.   
 
It was a nice venue to close out the year.  We thank all our members for their contributions and friendship.  
We’re grateful to have members continue to assist with planning events.  As a result, our 2013 calendar will be 
packed with lots of fun and different things to do.  And don’t be shy!  It is highly recommended that you try to 
attend one of our upcoming events and bring along a friend.  Be a part of an event observing the Mercedes-
Benz automobiles we all love so much. 
 



 
 

            

                           
             
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
       
                 
         

                       
 

                    

Dent Dawg Hosts Technical Session 
 

It was a beautiful winter day on Saturday, January 19, 2013, as members met in San Antonio at Dent Dawg 
Paintless Dent Repair.  Dent Dawg is a sponsor of the Texas Hill Country Section. 
 
We were given an informative briefing of the business of paintless dent repair by owner Chris Coker.  Dent Dawg 
employees have received training as Master Certified technicians recognized by insurance companies.  Chris has 
been in business for about a year with repair business coming mainly from car rental companies.   
 
We had a drawing to see which three cars would receive special dent work by Chris and his co-workers, Jeremy 
and Jesse.  The winners of the drawing were Joe Borrero, Jeff Knight and Jim Major.  All three cars were brought 
into the garage then the crew carried bright lights to each car to shine on fenders and other areas looking for any 
dents to be repaired. 
 
With hand tools only, each of the three men was able to go inside door panels and from inside trunk hoods to 
“punch out” dents all without any paint repair needed!  Some dents weren’t visible to members until each 
technician pointed them out.  About five dents were fixed per car.  Members also tried their hand at massaging 
out a dent on a sample engine hood to see how good they were. 

 
About 11:30, the cars were backed out of the garage and we left shortly thereafter for lunch at Soluna on 
Broadway.  We sat outside on the patio enjoying the atmosphere, tropical plants while we talked and enjoyed our 
food.  We had a great time and met many new friends.   

 
Chris and his crew were very hospitable and were always available to answer any question thrown from 
members.  We thank them for their support of our section and hosting our January event.  We learned much and 
will certainly pass the “word” of their business on to others.  Chris’ website is www.dentdawg.net. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

        

           
 
          

 
         
 
 
                                                                                                           

 
                          
 
 
 

 
  
                                                   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                   

                  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                          

         

     
  

        
 

                                          

The Ft. worth Section of MBCA will be 
making their second trip through the  
Hi9ll Country April 20 – 21, 2012 
(Saturday & Sunday). 
 
 

MBCA Sections are organizing driving to Starfest. 
Anyone wishing to join in caravan plans contact 
Kathie Steele at dieselbenz@wildblue.net. 

 

Valentine Celebration at O’Brien’s 
 
There’s nothing better than a mild winter day in Texas with clear skies and clean Mercedes-Benz vehicles!  That 
was the case on Saturday, February 16, 2013 as members of the Texas Hill Country Section met at O’Brien’s 
Restaurant in Bergheim.   
 
Once we arrived at the restaurant, we began the traditional parking deployment of the vehicles a.k.a. Mercedes-
Benz Event Parking 101, whereby with military precision the vehicles were parked in the order of arrival.  Looking 
from the parking lot, we got a few stares from passing motorists.  Perhaps they don’t see that many beautiful 
Mercedes-Benz vehicles in one place!   
 
Before the sun set for the day, we took photos then walked to the restaurant where we met MBCA members and 
owners of the restaurant, Tim and Becky O’Brien.  Becky had arranged the party room for us since we had much 
to celebrate. 
 
Once a year, each MBCA section recognizes a member for his or her contribution to the club.  Our first recipient of 
this award is Gregory Haag for sharing with us the restoration of his 1950 220A Cabriolet.  Greg has been a 
staunch supporter of the Texas Hill Country Section and because of his many restoration business connections, 
has been able to link members in need with referrals.  It was our pleasure to honor Greg for all that he has done 
for us. 
 
President Bob Holbrook then introduced Gregory to the group and presented the award.  Many section members 
know of Greg’s restoration project, but others were hearing about it for the first time. So on Saturday night, Greg 
talked about the restoration and provided us with an update. 

 
Afterwards, we chatted awhile and talked about events planned in 2013.  Joe Borrero and Mark Schwarz assisted 
with a drawing for club items, wine, and of course, candy.   
 
It’s always a nice vision to see more and more members attend our events.   It was snug and cozy and we had a 
blast!  We want to thank Tim and Becky and those at O’Brien’s Restaurant for their hospitality, great service and 
excellent food.  We also thank you, our members, for all for taking part of your Saturday to be with us.  See you 
next time! 
 



 
 

                                                             

                                                                                                          
 
                                                                        
                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                 
                                                                                        

                                                                                                          
       

          
                  
 
                

    
 
                                                                    
                                                                    

         

Upcoming Events… 

The Texas Hill Country Section has been invited to the opening of the new 
AMG center and renovated service department at the Mercedes-Benz of 
Boerne dealership.  
 
The opening date is projected to be in April; however, we do not have a firm 
date at this time. If there is a construction delay we will plan a tour of the San 
Antonio missions in April and visit the dealership in May.        
 
We will email members as soon as we have more information. 
 
 
No date has been scheduled as of yet 

Saturday, March 9, 2013, we will be treated to a special event as members, 
Jeff & Maria Knight, will host a tour of the historic Fort Sam Houston in San 
Antonio.  We’ll begin the day at 11AM with lunch, then drive en masse into 
the base for a scenic 30-45 minute drive before stopping at the Quadrangle.   
 
We also plan a tour of the Ft. Sam Houston Historical Museum and the 
Medical Museum on base before departing for the nearby cemetery located 
outside the base.  Guided tours are also planned. 
 
You may RSVP to dieselbenz@wildblue.net at any time if interested in this 
educational event.  See you there. 

 

Friday & Saturday, March 1 & 2, 2013 - We will join the Lone Star Section at Circuit of 
the Americas in Austin for the Grand-AM races.  Members will also have an opportunity 
to park at the Mercedes-Benz car corral located at the front gate on the grand plaza. 

 
The Lone Star Section has reserve a block of tickets at Turn 15 in the grandstand. 
Club members pay the $59 reserved seating fee (for 2 days) plus $30 for parking and 
this will include: 
2 Day GRAND-AM Pass, reserved seating on VIP areas, Hospitality Tent (at your expense), 
pit walk,  1 Hot Pass to raffle among members, Driver Appearance, Parade Laps around 
COTA, Paddock Access, Autograph Session.   

 
Call Jason Brewer at (512)536-1451for race and parking tickets.  Be sure to tell Jason 
you are a Mercedes Club Member!  Visit www.circuitoftheamericas.com for more 

information and the race schedule. 

mailto:dieselbenz@wildblue.net
http://www.circuitoftheamericas.com/


 
 

        

                                                                                               
                                                          
                                                                                               
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 

                              

 
Fans of Formula One racing are usually star-struck by the race cars themselves.  There is so much going on during a 
race and on other parts of the track the viewer might not see when the emergency vehicles have been called out onto 
the track.  Since 1996, the official Formula One safety car and medical car has been supplied by Mercedes-Benz.   
 
The current safety car model is a 571-HP Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG, featuring a 6.3-litre V8 engine, seven-speed 
double-clutch transmission and composite brakes. On its roof sits an aerodynamically optimized light bar, with LED 
signaling lights and two integrated TV cameras. In the cockpit two central monitors allow the safety car driver and co-
driver to keep track of the race, while a ‘marshaling system’ in the dashboard’s central instrument cluster displays the 
cockpit safety signals being shown to the competitors. Radio systems ensure constant contact with race control. 
 
The safety car will lead a formation lap with race cars in tow based on their qualifying position.  Once the race begins, 
the safety car comes into use during a race when the Race Director wants to reduce speed for safety reasons - for 
instance, after an accident or because the track is waterlogged after heavy rain.  According to the regulations, the 
safety car enters the circuit “whenever there is an immediate hazard but the conditions do not require the race to be 
interrupted”. 
 
When the Race Director orders the safety car to leave the track again, a similarly exact procedure is followed. At the 
start of its final lap the safety car will turn off its orange flashing lights. Competitors must still remain behind in 
formation, but they know that at the beginning of the next lap they will be racing again. The safety car will pull into the 
pit area at the end of the lap.  As they cross into the pit lane from the track the competitors restart their battle. 
 
During a more serious accident, the medical team is called out.  No area has the sport of Formula One racing 
changed as much over the years as that of medical provision. As late as the early 1980s, medical facilities at many 
Grand Prix events were shockingly poor by modern standards. Now it is one of the top priorities at every race.  
 
Medical team cars are based around the circuit and can reach any point on the track within 30 seconds. The mobile 
response teams include four salvage cars (S Class) and two rescue cars (R Class) as well as two extrication teams. 
The S Class cars are equipped with a rescue cutter and fire extinguishing agents and, if necessary in an emergency, 
are able to tow a damaged car. They are manned by two experienced helpers. The R Class cars are manned by an 
emergency doctor, four paramedics and a driver.  
 
Fans might remember of the death of driver Ayrton Senna in 1994.  Senna’s death became a turning point in the 
safety of Formula One, prompting the implementation of new safety measures.   Senna entered a corner lap with the 
car speed at around 205 mph and then slowed hitting the concrete retaining wall at around 135 mph.   Within two 
minutes of crashing, Senna was extracted from his race car by the medical team.   
 
Improvements in safety may be seen in the photos below.  The photo on the left, from the US Grand Prix last 
November shows a vintage F1 car where the driver sat much higher with his head exposed compared to present day 
drivers (right). Today, the top of the helmets is barely viewable above the car itself. 
 
Sources: Formula One.com  

The Use of 
Mercedes 

Vehicles during 
Formula One 

Racing 



 
 

               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
  
 
 
    

                                                                                    

Formula One Teams Report Technical Changes 
 

There are a few changes to the 2013 line up to report.  The Mercedes factory team, Mercedes AMG Petronas, will 
now include driver, Lewis Hamilton, who has transferred from the McLaren Mercedes team.  He will join driver Nico 
Rosberg already in place (left top photo).  The McLaren Mercedes team now includes driver, Sergio Perez, who has 
transferred from the Sauber team.  He will join driver Jenson Button already in place (right top photo).    
 

Spring 2013 season: 
March 17th Australia  
March 24th Malaysia  

April 14th China  
April 21st Bahrain  
May 12th Spain 

May 26th Monaco 
 
Technical Changes:  With the FIA placing tight restrictions on exhaust-exit positioning during 2012 in a bid to 
eliminate blown diffusers, teams' solutions in this area and how those solutions influence their cars' aerodynamic 
set-ups is already a real talking point of the new Formula One season. The FIA (Fédération Internationale de 
l'Automobile) sanctions European and world championships including Formula One races.  Both Mercedes AMG 
Petronas and the McLaren Mercedes teams have announced technical changes to their cars this year.   
 
Mercedes AMG Petronas team will include double drag reduction system (DRS) on the 2013 W04 whereby air is 
sucked into holes in the rear wing endplates which are exposed when the DRS system is activated. Using similar 
channeling - but in reverse - the airflow is routed into the beam wing, across the top of the deformable rear crash 
structure, along the side of the engine and then through the chassis before it exits through the front-wing pillars to 
blow onto the front-wing flaps stalling the wing, cutting drag and boosting top speed. 
 
McLaren's engineers have opted in the 2013 MP4-28 to send the hot exhaust air in a wide and low direction 
towards the rear of the car between the rear tire and the diffuser. This utilizes a scientific concept called the Coanda 
effect, which helps divert the airflow downwards and along, even though the exhaust exit is angled upwards as 
required by the regulations. The hot air is guided by an assortment of curved surfaces which surround the exhaust. 
As the surfaces curve away from the flow of air, low pressure builds, which in turn forces the air to remain attached 
to those surfaces. The Coanda effect has also been exploited by Sauber and Ferrari this year. 

 
Lastly, the televised coverage will begin this year with NBC Sports. 
 
Source: Formulaone.com, Mercedes-amg-f1.com, mclaren.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

John Karl, son of Texas Hill Country Section member 
Renate Neuendorf, is very proud of his High School 
graduation present; a 1998 C280 Sport.  This photo 
was taken while driving through Ouray, Colorado on 
the way to Oregon. 
 
He will be attending the University of Oregon this fall. 
 
If you have a photo you would like to send us, please 
email the jpeg with details about of the photo to 
dieselbenz@wildblue.net.  
 
We’re always happy to showcase proud Mercedes 
owners.   

Nice wheels, John Karl 



 
 

                                             
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                     

                                                                              
                   

                      
 

                                                                                                                         

You can be a Sponsor of our Section! 
 
Members and non-members are welcome to 
advertise a business and become a sponsor of the 
Texas Hill Country Section. An advertisement will 
showcase your business in our quarterly newsletter 
and on our website. 
 
MBCA now has over 20,000 members.  The Texas 
Hill Country webpage averages 220 visitors per 
month.  The average visit duration is about 2 
minutes with an average of 70% of the visits from 
new visitors.  Our webpage is now viewed by 
people in 9 international countries. 
 
We offer reasonably priced ads and offer four size 
ads:  business card, quarter page, half page and 
full page. 
 
Contact any of the section Officers for more 
information about being a Texas Hill Country 
Section Sponsor! 

 

      Business Name 
                       Advertise your business with the 

Texas Hill Country Section 

Help support your club section! 
 

Business Card Size 2” x 3.5” 

 
 

Please welcome our club 
sponsor Dent Dawg in San 

Antonio. 
 

Dent Dawg is a new paint less 
dent repair business founded by 
Chris Coker. Unlike many paint 
less dent repair businesses Dent 
Dawg has a furnished waiting 
room for customers.  
 
You may contact Dent Dawg at 
855/368-3294 or email 
chris@dentdawg.net and Dent 
Dawg also has a Facebook 
presence.  
 
Remember that even though 
your garage queen or show car 
might not need this service your 
daily driver might! 

 
If you visit Dent Dawg, please 
thank them for supporting your 
club through their advertising. 

15% off Parts at the Mercedes-
Benz Classic Center 

Club members receive 15% off hard-to-
find parts at the MB Classic Center.  The 
center caters to the needs of classic car 
enthusiasts like you with a vast array of 
services.   
 
Visit their website at 
www.MBUSA.com/Classic  or call 
866-622-5277. 
 

Vehicle Wanted: 
 

Looking for a 1981-1985 Mercedes-Benz 300SD! 
 
Contact member, Alice Josey at 830-644-2637 or 
email jajosey@beecreek.net.  Exterior and interior 
photos appreciated. 

mailto:chris@dentdawg.net
http://www.mbusa.com/Classic
mailto:jajosey@beecreek.net


 
 

      

                                                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                            
     
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
     
   
       
         

                 

Why I love my 1983 Mercedes-Benz 300 Diesel 
By Joe Aaron 

 
I love my Mercedes-Benz 300D.  It all started in 1981 when my company sent me on a five support program with 
the Kenyan Army.  I often saw Mercedes diesel vehicles used in all aspects of life and valued them for their 
sturdiness. 
 
Later, after spending five years in Iran and seeing how the Iranians used Mercedes diesel vehicles, I really wanted 
a diesel Mercedes.  The Iranian people used the car in much the same manner including the Mercedes-Benz bus 
for use as a village taxi.  I have seen a 190D being driven across the desert, without the benefit of a road.  The car 
was driving on goat trails with a family of perhaps 5 to 10 people in the car.  It was a sight to see.  All their 
belongings piled high on top of the roof.  The pile of belongings could be as high as 10 feet and in some cases 
even higher.  They drove the bus the same.   
 
After I returned to the U.S., I was in Alabama visiting family and I decided I had to own one for myself and begin 
looking to purchase a Mercedes-Benz.  While in Mobile, Alabama I found the love of my life on the dealership 
showroom floor: a 1983 Mercedes-Benz 300D.  I told the salesperson “I want that car”.   
 
Mercedes-Benz produced the W123 as part of their executive line of cars manufactured between 1975 and 1986.  
Though styling was updated on the W123, stylistic links with the W115 were maintained.   All W115 engines were 
carried over, with the 3 litre 5 - cylinder diesel model being renamed from "240D 3.0" to "300D" as it had already 
been called before in North American markets.    
 
The first Mercedes turbo diesel production W123 appeared in September, 1979.  This was the 300 TD Turbo 
diesels, available with automatic transmission only. In most markets, the turbocharged 5-cylinder 3 litre diesel 
engine (Type OM617) was offered only in the T body style, while in North America it was also available in saloon 
and coupé guises. 
 
I have been driving this car daily and all I can say is that I have had no real problems with it.  I did put it in storage 
for about 10 years.  My company sent me to Saudi Arabia for five years and then I went to Taiwan for five.   
 
Upon returning to the U.S., I drove the car to Minnesota.  While there, during the winter months I kept the car in a 
heated garage and I have always had it serviced by Mercedes-Benz technicians.   Today I have 275,458 all happy 
miles on it! 
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Startech Update  
National MBCA Event Hosted by Alabama Section 

 
In Alabama we have a rare jewel, a Mercedes-Benz manufacturing plant that is the sole production facility for ML, GL 
and R Class vehicles. This year it will be the host for MBCA’s Startech 2013. 
 
First, you will want to stay at the center of the action, the Hilton Perimeter Park Birmingham Hotel, at a great rate of 
$111 per night.  The Hilton is where you will find the Vendors and a lot of great after socializing with other Mercedes-
Benz enthusiasts. 
 
There will be four programs of study to help you focus on your interests; Restoration, Maintenance, General Interest, 
and Performance. 
 
Restoration will bring experts like Bud’s Benz owner David Latham to discuss common issues that come up when 
restoring Mercedes-Benz vehicles.  Drew Thicken will provide insight on the wood restoration process. Past MBCA 
President and current MBCA Concours chair, Pete Lesler will explain the intricacies on the mechanical fuel injection 
systems of the 113, 108 and earlier cars.  
 
You can’t talk about Mercedes-Benz Restoration without hearing from the Mercedes-Benz Classic Center, and Tom 
Hanson will bring to life for you a wide variety of subjects from parts to classic M-B’s and how Mercedes-Benz supports 
every product they have ever built. 
 
Maintenance topics will be covered by folks you know such as The Star contributor Pierre Hedary, who provides a 
unique perspective as he specializes in maintenance of Mercedes-Benz’s made in the 1980’s and before. And of 
course, MBCA technical director George Murphy will be present to go over what maintenance and repair you can 
expect to perform between 100,000 & 200,000 miles on your Mercedes-Benz.   
 
When the topic of Performance comes up, members look to Bruce Adams, knowing his vintage racing experience and 
to Jonathan Hodgeman of Blue Ridge Mercedes-Benz.  
 
General Interest topics will include Hagerty Collector Car Insurance experts Rob Sass and Dave Kinney who will 
present on the valuation of Mercedes-Benz vehicles, discussing the difference between neglected “barn find”, and 
properly maintained and driven original cars.  
 
This year we are excited to have Bosch CIS injection specialist Larry Fletcher to demystify the 1970’s and 80’s fuel 
injection systems found on Mercedes-Benz vehicles.  As well as, local master performance engineer, Lee Hurley, and 
his Mercedes-Benz experts from Hurley Engine Service Company, HESCO, to go over performance enhancements 
you can do to your car.  This will include engines, suspension, and brakes.  
 
Participants will get factory tours as well.  We will have Mercedes-Benz Production Experts on hand to give you a 
better understanding of just how these vehicles are made.  Those that come in on Saturday, May 18, a special tour of 
the U.S. Space and Rocket Center in Huntsville, AL has been arranged.  Join us at for a special visit led by members 
of Dr. Von Braun’s team that got the United States of America’s astronauts to the moon and back in 1969. Mercedes-
Benz of Huntsville will be serving attendees lunch that day at their dealership as a way to get your day fully fueled. 
 
On Sunday, May 19, a very special treat to learn from the experts on paint and body work at Classic Car Motoring. This 
Mercedes-Benz authorized body and paint repair facility in Birmingham will treat us to tours of their facility and lunch.  
For those interested, just before the Startech 2013 Welcome Reception on Sunday evening, Barber Motorsports Park 
is going to provide us with touring laps on their beautiful and challenging 2.3 mile road course. At the reception 
attendees will have a guided tour of The Barber Vintage Motorsports Museum’s collection and restoration area. Here 
you will experience a collection of motorcycles and Lotus race car, which is known as some of the best examples in the 
world. 
 
So, log on to the www.startech2013.org website for up-to-date information and recommended routes to Alabama that 
will enhance your trip to Startech 2013.  .  If you do not use a computer contact Liz Roberson (205.822.8460) and she 
will mail you a paper registration form that you can return with payment. 

 

http://startech.mbca.org/hilton-hotel-perimeter-park
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The new M-Class made its debut in the movie The Lost World: Jurassic Park.  
It was chased by dinosaurs and generally abused in the movie to show the 
Mercedes-Benz performance and stability. 
 
The Mercedes Benz M-Class vehicles were used to transport the InGen 
employees during their expedition to the island along with two modified 
trailers. Their purpose was to be able to drive and navigate throughout the 
island for the gatherers purpose of transporting equipment such as cameras 
and items for studying dinosaurs. Both of the vehicles were 1997 Mercedes 
M-Class W163. 
 
Initially, three Mercedes ML-320s were modified for the trip to Isla Sorna. The 
third SUV, built as a "mobile observatory," is currently on display at the 
Mercedes-Benz museum in Stuttgart.  
 
The ML-Class launched in the North American market first as the ML 320. The 
ML 320 was sold internationally, with the "320" suffix alluding to the 3.2-litre 
V6 engine.  The factory was built using flexible technology where 
manufacturing is changeable in order to accommodate the M-Class, R-Class, 
GL-Class, and the C-Class. 
 
The Factory produced 571,003 First Generation M-Class directly from orders 
from one of 135 world-wide markets.   Today, the M-Class is on its third 
generation.  Production volume as of the 2010 year, was at 125,393 vehicles 
(M-R-GL Class) using the flexible manufacturing.               
 
Source: Wikipedia, MB Museum Stuttgart, MBUSI 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Mercedes + BMW + Audi = DTM Racing 
     
The German “DTM” racing is the abbreviation for the series' official title “Deutsche Tourenwagen - Meisterschaft” 
(German Touring Car Masters).  Today, they are the trademark of the most popular international touring car 
racing series.  DTM began in 1984 with cars that were close to the production versions and culminated in a 
worldwide series for high-tech touring cars in 1996.  After a three-season break the DTM, in 2000, celebrated its 
successful comeback with a trendsetting concept – fascinating technology at reasonable costs.   
 
DTM competes on road courses at many European tracks such as the Hockenheimring, site of Formula 1 and 
other events.Today, the series is regarded as the “pinnacle” of touring car racing and one of Europe’s leading 
sports events.  All Mercedes teams race with AMG C-Class Coupes. American-style stock car racing is popular in 
other parts of the world, particularly in Mexico and England, but the touring cars are a bigger draw, with Britain 
and Germany hosting national championship series.  
 
The FIA (Fédération Internationale de l'Automobile) sanctions European and world championships including 
Formula One races.  
 
Much of the vehicle bodywork and the spec tub or "safety cell," which is the nucleus of the chassis, is carbon fiber 
and is topped off with a steel roll cage. Suspension design is "free," but all suspension components are steel. 
Brakes feature carbon discs with single metal calipers and may be cooled by water spray. Spec-size, aluminum-
alloy wheels (18 x 11 front, 18 x 12 rear) are shod with spec Hankook slicks with only a single compound allowed 
per race.  
 
Since late 2010, it has been reported that DTM will race in the U.S. in partnership with GRAND-AM and NASCAR.  
Source: speedtv.com, DTM.com 

 
 

 

http://www.dtm.com/en/Multimedia/Fotoalbum/2012/522/Valencia/Freies-Training-1/Seite-1.html
http://www.dtm.com/en/Multimedia/Fotoalbum/2012/514/Zandvoort/Freies-Training-2-und-Qualifying/Seite-1.html
http://www.dtm.com/en/Multimedia/Fotoalbum/2002/17/Sachsenring/Rennen/Seite-1.html


 
 

                                                                                             

                                                                                                  
                                                                                           

 
                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                             
       

                                                                                                
                                                                                                       
                                                                                        
                                                                                                     
                                                                                    
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
                   

                                            

Changes to the E- Class in 2014 
 

From the outside, the unmistakable E-Class character is still apparent, but the lines are sharper and more 
aggressive than ever before. Leading the charge in Sport models is an all-new front grille with central Three-
Pointed Star. Meanwhile, Luxury models receive a new interpretation of the legendary Mercedes-Benz front 
grille in a thick, chromed frame, crowned by the signature hood ornament. In both trims, sleek new single-unit 
headlights feature LED technology in the main beams as well as the integrated Daytime Running Lights. At the 
rear, newly sculpted bodywork leads into honed wraparound LED tail lamps, underscored by a wholly restyled 
rear bumper. Completing the eye-catching alterations are all-new wheel designs, including distinctive looks for 
Luxury and Sport models. The 2014 E-class family, including a sedan, station wagon, coupe and convertible, 
will go on sale next summer. Here are key highlights: 

Performance: 

 E250 BlueTEC: 2.1-liter 4-cylinder turbo diesel: 190 hp, 369 lb.-ft 

 E350 Sedan: direct-injection 3.5-liter V6: 302 hp, 273 lb.-ft. 

 E350 4MATIC Wagon: direct-injection 3.5-liter V6: 302 hp, 273 lb.-ft. 

 E400 HYBRID Sedan: electric motor and direct-injection 3.5-liter V6: 27 hp + 302 hp, 184 lb-ft + 273 lb-ft 

 E550 4MATIC Sport Sedan: turbocharged direct-injection 5.5-liter V8: 402 hp, 443 lb.-ft.  

New Standard Feature Highlights: 

 Collision Prevention Assist 

 ATTENTION ASSIST (new generation) 

 ECO Start/Stop  

 Sport models feature integrated star in grille 

 Dashboard design 
 

New Optional Feature Highlights: 

 4-cylinder diesel powertrain 

 4MATIC all-wheel drive on BlueTEC 

 Full-LED lighting 

 Surround View Camera 

 Parking Assist Package 

 New generation Driver Assistance Package, featuring: 

 DISTRONIC PLUS® with Steering Assist 

 Optimized Active Lane Keeping Assist 

 BAS PLUS® with Cross-Traffic Assist 

 PRE-SAFE PLUS® for rear-end collision 

 Autonomous emergency braking (PRE-SAFE® Brake) on pedestrians        
           
For more information on the 2014 M-Class, visit www.mbusa.com.   Sources: MBUSA.com, emercedesbenz.com 

http://www.mbusa.com/mercedes/events/future
http://media.emercedesbenz.com/magazine/wp-content/uploads/4_2014E_ClassLuxurySedan_15_medium.jpg


 
 

 

 MBCA News…                                                                                            by Josie Lesler, National Enthusiast Chair 
 

The MBCA Enthusiast Committee has created Programs of Interest for Enthusiasts or simply For Enthusiasts which  
will be launched in 2013.  As outlined in the recent Star Magazine, page 83, Josie details some of the programs 
available to members, what each activity will involve, and how members will be able to connect across the country. 
These programs are wide reaching and will interest many of you.   
 

 Directory of Prewar and Postwar Mercedes-Benz models 
 A calendar of events for Auto move Enthusiasts 
 A guide to Classic and Vintage Automobile Museums 
 Driving Activities 
 Ladies of Mercedes 
 Partnership with muli-marque enthusiasts clubs 

 
Just to name a few of the activities.  The committee will launch the program via the MBCA website at www.mbca.org.  
Stay tuned for more information.  
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MBCA Texas Hill Country Section Newsletter - published four times a year is the official newsletter of the Texas Hill 
Country Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America. 
 
Opinions - Opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily those of either MBCA or the Texas Hill 
Country Section.  Neither MBCA nor the Texas Hill Country Section endorses products or services but may, as part of 
our informational activities, allow them to be cited in articles and notices.   
 
Trademarks - The trade names and trademarks "Mercedes-Benz", "Mercedes", and the three-pointed star in a circle 
are owned by DBAG and are authorized for use by its licenses which include MBCA, exclusively. 
 
Reprints - Reprinting original material herein is permitted if a proper attribution (source, including date of issue) is 
shown. 
 
Advertising - We welcome advertisers whose subject matter is relevant to MBCA or of interest to members of the 
Section.  Advertising runs for one year (four issues) starting with the first issue.  MBCA members may place a 
classified ad for free providing that ad is Mercedes specific.  No inference should be made that products or services 
advertised herein have been approved by the MCBA/Texas Hill Country Section board of directors or this newsletter 
editor. 
 
Articles and Submissions - Copy should be e-mailed to the editor by the 10th of the month prior to the next issue.  For 
example, submissions for the May issue should be received by the editor by April 10th. 

 

The Loyalty Reward discount will change in 2013 

 
Since January 2011, qualifying MBCA Members have been 
able to take $1,000 off the price of a NEW Mercedes — 
including model years 2011, 2012 and 2013 — at their U.S. 
authorized Mercedes-Benz dealer.  In the last 21 months, 
over 980 of you have taken advantage of this top rated 
member benefit.  
 
UPDATE: 
In the November issue of The Star® magazine, MBCA told 
you that the Loyalty Rewards Program would give Members 
$1,000 off a NEW Mercedes (2013 model year only) 
beginning January 1, 2013. So many of you emailed to tell 
us that you wanted 2014 model year vehicles included in 
next year’s Rewards Program, MBUSA has decided to 
honor your request!  
 
Look for new details in The Star® and on mbca.org (under 

“Membership”  “All Benefits”) beginning January 1. 

http://www.mbca.org/
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?MercedesBenzClubofAm/940e67a0f9/fdaf8c5f09/ed866501ac

