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I hope the start of your new year was everything you hoped
for and now you’re ready to be adventurous and hit the road
with us. This year will truly be a year full of events for you
to enjoy around the country.
Recently, members visited the Mercedes-Benz of Boerne
dealership for a technical session and a review of the GLC
and Metris Van. While the tech session was going on, the
ladies drove into old town Boerne to visit a kitchen store for
a product review and to shop. Afterwards, we all met up for
lunch at the Cypress Grill.
Also last month several section events were added to our
calendar by John Volk, our VP & Event Coordinator, at the
board of directors meeting. They include a February
distillery drive, a March drive to an olive oil farm, an April Hill
Country drive, and a TBD for May. The directors also
agreed to join friends in the Mile High Section in Denver for
an event scheduled for mid-September. We’ll keep you
posted regarding that. I am also happy to announce
member John Rothermel has joined our board as a new
director. All of us on the board welcome John and look
forward to working with him.
As you know, MBCA is celebrating its 60th anniversary this
year and with it great event opportunities for all members. In
March, look for the Amelia Island event notice; in April for
the Pinehurst Concours; the June Jamboree (where it all
began for MBCA); in July at Concours of America; in August
at StarFest 2016 and at Legends of the Autobahn.
President’s message cont’d below…
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President’s Message Continued
By Kathie Steele

Starfest 2016 will be sponsored by the Minuteman Section during August 3-6, 2016. Starfest is
MBCA’s premier event that takes place every other year. There will be track events at the
Thompson Speedway Motorsports Park, a Concours d’Elegance, and many other events to enjoy.
For more information, visit starfest2016.mbca.org.
Check out the Star Magazine for additional information and go online to the MBCA website.
I hope to see you in 2016. Get your Mercedes-Benz road-ready at a dealership or your mechanic
and hit the road with us!
Thank you for your support in helping make the
Texas Hill Country Section one of the best in MBCA!
We thank you for being a member of this Club. Because of your
loyalty and support, your yearly membership dues help to support
our section financially and we are able to produce and deliver a
Section Newsletter; host fun and unique Section Events like car
shows and Oktoberfest; and bring you the latest technical,
maintenance and general driving information about your MercedesBenz vehicle(s).

New Members
Kim Compton
John Davis
Don Edmondson
Esther Hicks
Jeff Loving

Loyal Member Renewals
Jose Borrero
Tutti Burkett
David Curtis
Ronald Feldman
John Flanagan
Thomas Grow
Ben Harding
Gail Hepner
Joshua Mayo
Barbara O’Connor

REMINDER: If we do not have your email address, you
are missing out on the majority of the communications
from the Club. Please go to www.mbca.org, log in and
update your info to stay updated on all we have going
on.
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John Rothermel
Dahlia Ruis
John Schrock
Nickey Smith
Ruben Torres
Thomas Tredici
Jose Ugart
Scott White

Benefit with your Membership!
Dealer Discounts on Parts, Service & Accessories at Participating
Mercedes-Benz Dealers - The presentation of your membership card
may entitle you to 5%, 10% or (up to) 20% off parts, service and
accessories from the U.S. and Canadian Mercedes-Benz dealers.
Even if your vehicle is under warranty, not all service is covered. Call
any of our local Mercedes-Benz dealers in advance to confirm their
participation in the MBCA dealer discount program. You must present
your MBCA membership card before having service performed or
paying for parts.
Renew Your Membership – You do NOT need to wait until your
renewal date before extending your club membership. Renew for 3
years, get 3 months FREE. Renew for 2 years, get 2 months FREE!
These renewal offers are good indefinitely, and members may renew
at any time to receive the free months. There is no extra benefit for
renewing for just one year.
Mercedes-Benz Models & Chassis Forums Mercedes forums
include every model made by Mercedes from A class to GLK, the
Sprinter, Smart Car, Adenauer, Gullwing, vintage and collectibles. Go
to www.mbca.org and sign in using your membership card to
participate.
See all the benefits available to you as a club member at
www.mbca.org/membership.
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View all benefits - login
in to www.mbca.org,
click on the tab
“Membership”.

Texas Hill Country Section Event News - In October

Oktoberfest in San Antonio.
This year’s Oktoberfest was held at the home of club members Don Dionisi and Louis Forrai. Don
and Louis live on the northern edge of San Antonio. Their beautiful home also contains a ‘Texas’
sized, 2600 sq. ft. garage; one that will hold 11
Mercedes SL roadsters. After carefully arranging
the SL’s in the garage, thanks to Louis for
volunteering to be the parking attendant and
park all the SL’s, we had a photo session. After
taking photos, everyone went upstairs where we
enjoyed an assortment of Texas barbeque –
brisket, sausage and chicken. The sausage was
smoked by and brought in by club members Sak
and Bebe Reeves. We also enjoyed some
delicious side dishes that were provided by club
members. And for a traditional German dessert
in honor of Oktoberfest, Don found some very

authentic strudel from a German bakery in New
Braunfels. Apple and cherry – which were both
excellent!

The perfect garage for the Mercedes
enthusiast! So just how many SL’s will fit in
this Texas sized garage? – actually 11 ½.
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Some time to relax, enjoy the
view and hang out with friends
for a bit…
Our friend Micah from Mercedes-Benz of
San Antonio joined us for this event. With
him are Kathie Steele and Louis Forrai.
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The November Meet – Cars and Coffee

Congratulations to Bill Rasco as he
receives a plaque in recognition of
being our Club Member of the year…
presented by Kathie Steele.

Coffee, donuts and lots of cars… we walked
around the parking lot to check out all the other
cars and trucks being displayed. Luckily for us,
the drizzle and rain didn’t start until we were
ready to leave.
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Our December Meet – In Castroville, Texas

Market Days in Downtown
Castroville. There were lots
of local artists of all kinds
displaying and selling their
arts and crafts… just in time
for Christmas.

Above, one of Santa’s Elves posed
with us for a photo.

Charles Dove and Kathie Steele…

Joe and Lydia Borrero.
Yaeko Coburn and Martin Rios…
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Nativity scene next to the St. Louis
Church…

Lydia Borrero and Helen Torres in
front of St. Louis Church.

After leaving the Church and the Market day’s festival, we were off to tour the Steinbach Haus.
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The Alsatian Steinbach Haus was originally built between 1618 and 1648 in Wahlbach, France. The
relocation to Castroville in 1998 took four years to
complete. It is 2 ½ stories high and has 1,232 square
feet of space. Typically, a family of 4 lived in a space
this size… plus a separate room for a mother-in-law.

After our tour of the Steinbach Haus, we were off to
lunch. The Alsatian Restaurant was our next stop.
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Lunch at the Alsatian Restaurant

A Mercedes-Benz duffle bag was
raffled off at lunch. Mary Ann Feldman
was the winner. Her prize was
presented to her by Kathie Steele.

After lunch, we said our good-byes…
until we meet again next month.
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2016 – Our January Meet
Mercedes-Benz of Boerne
We began the New Year with a visit to the Mercedes-Benz of Boerne dealership. Club members met
in the lobby and enjoyed coffee and refreshments before going on to a one hour technical session
presented by Harry Brant. He showed us around the underside of Keith and Kathie Steele’s 2008
ML320 diesel. He explained what was involved in inspecting under the hood as well and what to
look for that might need attention according to
mileage and age

From the service bay, we were escorted outside to another sales representative to check out two
new Mercedes-Benz models.
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Chandler Ruble, our sales representative showed
us around the new GLE model which is based on
the current E Class. He demonstrated all the
safety features such as the Advanced Driver’s
Assist, as well as iterations of the American
market line which includes the GLE350, GLE400,
GLE450 AMG and AMG GLE63. We also got a
brief review of the GLC300

From the GLE line, we were introduced to
Rolando Pedroza who presented us with the new
Metris. Metris is in reference to the metropolitan
areas where it is intended to perform. It actually comes from the Commercial Vehicles line of
Mercedes-Benz. This may explain the less luxurious interiors we are used to from the Benz’s other
line offerings – but in no way diminishes their dedication to safety. Chandler mentioned that the
Metris is actually a crossover utility vehicle which explains the carlike drive and feel. Standard
equipment includes Attention Assist, Crosswind Assist and Load-Adaptive Electronic Stability
Program. Mercedes expects to sell 30,000 units annually. The Metris currently comes equiped with
a 2.0L 4-cylinder and a 7G-TRONIC Transmission.

The GLE Coupe
by Martin Rios
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Kiss The Cook…
While most of the guys were being immersed with technical information, the ladies who were not so
interested in that aspect went on into Boerne to a place called Kiss the Cook. Here we were
adorned with aprons, and were given a demonstration of some of the store’s products and cookware
gadgetry in the teaching kitchen. After testing every gadget on hand, we shopped in the store.

The Cypress Grill…
Shortly after noon, both groups met up for lunch at the Cypress Grill in downtown Boerne. We
enjoyed a tasty lunch and some good conversation with club members before departing Boerne to
enjoy the rest of our weekend.
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Upcoming Events:
February 20th – Lunch at The Lion and Rose British Pub followed by a tour of the Ranger
Creek Distillery. We will meet at the Lion and Rose Pub in the Forum at 11:00 for a meeting
and lunch. We will depart for the Ranger Creek Distillery at 1:30.
March 19th – Shady Oaks Olive Farm. More on this event will follow.
Check our website at www.texashillcountry.mbca.org for the latest event information and past
event reports and photos.

Above photo is a 1971 Mercedes-Benz
280 SE Cabriolet on display at the Keels
and Wheels Concours D’Elegance.

www.facebook.com/texashillcountry

Mercedes-Benz Club of America
National Information
MBCA
National Business Office
1907 Lelaray Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80909-2872
800-637-2360

Keels and Wheels 21st annual event will
be held Saturday and Sunday, Aril 23
and 24 at the Lakewood Yacht Club in
Seabrook, Texas – just outside of
Houston.. More than 15,000 exhibitors
from all over the country will be
displaying their classic cars and vintage
wooden boats. For more information:
www.keels-wheels.com.

www.mbca.org
South Central Regional Director
Gene Jurick - gjurick@tx.rr.com
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Can’t find your Membership Card?
No worries! Just call the national business
office at 800-637-2360 or go online at
www.mbca.org to request another card.
Keep the card with you to enjoy dealership and
other member discounts.







Texas Hill Country Section|MBCA Is On The Web!
National website – www.mbca.org
Section website - http://texashillcountry.mbca.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/ Texas Hill Country Section| Mercedes-Benz-Club-ofAmerica
Section Newsletters

MBCA Texas Hill Country Section Newsletter - published four times a year is the official newsletter
of the Texas Hill Country Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America.
Opinions - Opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily those of either MBCA
or the Texas Hill Country Section. Neither MBCA nor the Texas Hill Country Section endorses
products or services but may, as part of our informational activities, allow them to be cited in
articles and notices.
Trademarks - The trade names and trademarks "Mercedes-Benz", "Mercedes", and the threepointed star in a circle are owned by DBAG and are authorized for use by its licenses which
include MBCA, exclusively.
Reprints - Reprinting original material herein is permitted if a proper attribution (source, including
date of issue) is shown.
Advertising - We welcome advertisers whose subject matter is relevant to MBCA or of interest to
members of the Section. Advertising runs for one year (four issues) starting with the first issue.
MBCA members may place a classified ad for free providing that ad is Mercedes specific. No
inference should be made that products or services advertised herein have been approved by the
MCBA/Texas Hill Country Section board of directors or this newsletter editor.
Articles and Submissions - Copy should be e-mailed to the editor by the 10th of the month prior to
the next issue. For example, submissions for the May issue should be received by the editor by
April 10th.

Page 17

