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By Kathie Steele

Hello everyone! I hope you are enjoying the spring
weather and having better luck at keeping your
Mercedes-Benz clean this spring than I am. With the
occasional rain and mist, we've been fortunate that these
weather changes haven't hampered our events.
Speaking of events, the month of February featured a
post-Valentine dinner and a member meeting organized
by Ruben Torres. At the meeting, I presented Ruben
Torres with the 2016 Member of the Year award. In
March, we spent a lovely weekend in Corpus Christi with
a tour of the Mercedes dealership and other fun activities
organized by Charlie Dove and Martin Rios. In April, John
Volk, arranged a visit to the LBJ ranch and lunch.
In June, we will be taking a drive to Seguin organized by
John Rothermel. Later in the month, Dan Coburn has
organized a visit to the new Ferrari dealership in San
Antonio. As a reminder, you may send your RSVP for an
event at any time once the notice is sent to you. There
are additional club events this year such as the MBCA
European trips to Germany. Visit www.mbca.org/travel
for additional information. The Legends of the Autobahn
will again be held in August. There will also be driving
courses in Alabama at Barber Motorsports Park and in
New York at Watkins Glen.
We encourage all of you to send us your event ideas and
suggestions.
I mentioned in our February newsletter about the election
for our Board of Directors this year. Every two years, we
ask members for nominations to serve as a Director.
Continued on next page…
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There are seven board positions, and of those, four will be elected as officers. Please read more
about the election below on this page.
Keep up to date with all section information at www.texashillcountry.mbca.org or in our quarterly
newsletter. If we do not have your email address, you're missing out on the majority of
communications from the Club. Please go to www.mbca.org, log in, and update your personal
profile to stay up to date with all club news.

Directors 2017 Section Election
Every two years our section will conduct an election for our Board of Directors as
stated in our By-Laws. This is the time for members who are willing to serve to come
forward.
Seven members serve as our Directors.
Any member (with current/active
membership) may submit his/her name for nomination to Dan Coburn, Secretary, at
his email address dycoburn@gmail.com. Nominations must be received no later than
August 15, 2017.
Please do not
nominate another section member
unless he/she has agreed to serve.
A ballot with the list of nominations will
then be included in our August
newsletter. If there are NO nominations,
other than for those already serving that
are received by the Secretary by the
above date, then no membership voting
is required to take place.
The Board of Directors will serve from
November 1, 2017 until October 31,
2019. If you have any questions, please
contact
Kathie
Steele
at
dieselbenz@outlook.com.
Test your Mercedes-Benz knowledge:
To some, the Mercedes-Benz 500K was one of the greatest cars of all time. Which of these features
did the 500K have?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Gullwing doors
Pivoting steering wheel
A turbo charger
A supercharger

Answer: D – A supercharger
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Club Event News – February After Valentine’s Day Dinner

The Oak Valley Vineyard
Our November event was organized by Ruben and Helen Torres. We met at the Oak
Valley Vineyard to celebrate after Valentine’s Day. They advertise that they are a
Texas Bistro with rustic elegance. And that pretty much describes it. Their menu
offers a wide variety; from Black Angus Tenderloin, to Cilantro Chicken, to Texas Red
Snapper. And of course among their offerings is an assortment of wines and beers.
The vineyard is located just north of San Antonio near the Natural Bridge Caverns. It
was a pleasant evening with good food
and great friends. After our dinner,
Kathie Steele raffled off prizes to club
members.

Charlie and Sak’s wife Bebe
Ruben’s wife Helen, and Martin. Martin
won a Mercedes insulated thermos in the
raffle.
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Above: Kathie Steele presents Ruben
Torres with the 2016 Member of the Year
award.

Dan and Yaeko; both won gift cards.

Above: John Volk won a Mercedes Dr.
sign in the raffle.

Jacquie and John
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The March Event… A Road Trip to Corpus Christi, Texas

Our overnight trip to Corpus Christi, Texas was a success! A total of 12
members met up for dinner Friday night at the Bleu Bistro on N. Water Street.
This restaurant was featured in Texas Monthly in 2010 and offers a variety of
food items and an assortment of wines and draft beers. All food offerings are
fresh and from local farms. Club members enjoyed an evening of live music,
excellent food, and great company. After dinner, we departed back to our hotels.

Saturday morning, club members met at the Mercedes-Benz dealership in
Corpus Christi – Ed Hicks Imports. Dave Curtis, the manager was our host, and
welcomed us to the dealership. He arranged to have a section of their parking
area roped off for us to park our cars to be displayed. His staff took photos of the
cars to appear on their Facebook page.
Also on display, was a beautiful1952 Mercedes-Benz 300 Adenaur. The
Adnenaur was the first in design and engineering after the end of the Second
World War. It was the largest and most prestigious luxury model of the 1950’s. It
is considered to be the Maybach of its day. It was equipped with an inline 6
cylinder, 115 hp carbureted gasoline engine. It came with a 4 speed standard
transmission and got about 17 miles to the gallon. The W186 chassis was
produced between 1951 and 1957. It had similar features and was priced
equally as the Rolls Royce Silver Cloud, but it was superior in performance. It
was designed to give reliable prolonged hard use, and it could sustain its
maximum speed of 96 mph all day with no problem.
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We were given a tour of the dealership by Dave Curtis and the Service Director, Roy Lozano.
Dave has been in the process of restoring a 1998 ML320 that he found in a warehouse in
Pompano Beach, Florida a few years ago. The car had just over 37k miles on it when he found
it. Read Dave’s story about the ML in this edition on page 15… ‘The One They Shoulda Built’.

Center left:
Roy Lozano
talks to our
group.
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Dave Curtis and Kathie Steele

Kathie, Sak, Dave and Keith

Ruben and Sak

Troy and Peggy
Page 7

The next part of our day… on to Port Aransas!

After visiting the Mercedes dealership, several of us ventured out on a short road trip to Port
Aransas – about a 25 minute drive along the coast line. We stopped at a few shops along the
way and bought a few things. Then we had a short rest stop at an area park along the shore to
watch the ships go by. Then we took the Ferry across the channel and drove back to Corpus
Christi and to our hotels. Later, we met up for dinner at the Water Street Oyster Bar.
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The USS Lexington in the background.
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Saturday Night –
Dinner at Water Street Oyster Bar…

A drive back home on Sunday – and farewell to Corpus Christi. A good time was had by all!
For more photos and a slide show of this event, Click Here
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April’s Event –
Lunch at Lindig’s Café & LBJ Ranch Tour

Club members met at Lindig’s Café in Stonewall, Texas for lunch. A family owned diner
with great food and a very friendly staff. Lindig’s offers a variety of good home cooking,
from Southern Fried Chicken, Steaks, Catfish and Meatloaf to burgers and patty melts.
After lunch, we caravanned to Lyndon B. Johnson State Park, checked in and registered at
the visitor’s station and gift shop. From there, we drove around the property and arrived at
the landing strip and another gift shop. Lyndon B. Johnson’s Airforce ½ as it was called is
hangered there. Some members were able to get tickets and take the tour of the White
House. The tours were limited, so some of us didn’t get to take the tour. However, they did
offer a video room with seats that showed a very informative history of the LBJ Ranch.
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Checking out Airforce 1/2
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Below: A little diversion on the way back home. A stop at Rebecca Creek Park.
For more photos of the LBJ event… Click Here
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Classified Section

Offered For Sale:
2006 SL500. Silver/Light Grey
interior. 75,243 miles, AMG Sports
Package, new Michelins tires, new
battery, keyless entry, navigation
system, windscreen, power seats
w/memory,
refurbished
AMG
chrome wheels, 5.0 L, V8. Elegant
look and drives perfect. $18,000.
For more information, call:
(210) XXX-XXXX

This member’s car was sold before it made this publication… the new owners live in Nassau Bay, TX.
Classified ads for Mercedes-Benz automobiles, or Mercedes-Benz parts and/or accessories can be
placed in our newsletter. Ad content should be sent to: riopaloma@sbcglobal.net by the 10th of the
month before the quarterly newsletter is published. August ads should be received by July 10th. If
possible, please include 1 or 2 photographs to go with your ad. Ads are offered FREE for Club
Members.
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Upcoming Events:
May 13th Membership picnic at Mission Valley Community Center from 11:00am to 3:00pm. 1136
Mission Valley Rd, New Braunfels, Texas. Barbecue and all the fixin’s including dessert. Bring your
chair and a cooler of drinks. Lunch at noon. Membership/board meeting after lunch.
June 10th - A drive to Seguin. Look for more on this event coming soon.
June 17th - A visit to the new Ferrari dealership in San Antonio, Texas. More on this event will
follow.

By Dave Curtis
In 1998 Mercedes-Benz introduced the legendary ML… and it wasn’t long before some of us (who
were selling them at that time) grew a bit weary of seeing mostly Black, White, and Silver. We were
thinking “how about a Magma Red ML?” We brought it up but the folks at “Benz” said they thought a
Red ML looked like a fire truck so, no deal. I think the closest we came was Ruby, a distant cousin,
but not even close to red. Thankfully, these days we have a Cardinal Red, but there’s nothing like
Magma.
Now, fast forward nearly twenty years… last summer I had the pleasure of visiting the factory in
Vance, Alabama. Part of my treat involved a morning on the original off-road course. This is where
they tested the ML prior to its initial production run. It was a blast! A treacherous trip through the
woods, over rocks and railroad ties and down about a hundred foot seventy degree grade (from the
top you couldn’t see the bottom. A motor head’s dream ride, for sure). Next, we went up a half a
block hill with big rollers every fifty feet, or so, designed to keep three wheels spinning and only one
wheel at a time grabbing for traction. Then, a left turn at the top and downhill into what looked like a
giant hot tub at the bottom, and into 20 inches of water (nothing leaked, of course). The finish was
over a nasty grouping of very large railroad ties designed to put you in a position where you had just
one wheel on the ground. A real Kodak moment… A two and a half ton SUV with three wheels in the
air was quite a sight. Alas, a quick tap on the accelerator, and presto... we were on our way. This
course was beyond exhilarating! I came away with a new respect and appreciation for this truly
superior off-road vehicle.
I’ve owned several ML’s over the past fifteen years, including an ML55, but that factory visit really
inspired me to go find a ’98 and start paintin’ on it. This is that one: its production number 618.
Originally Emerald Green, and with all the options you could get in that first year. It has the Java
Leather interior, Bose stereo, a Sunroof, and a CD changer. And best of all, it only had 37k miles on
it. I found it in Pompano Beach Florida. It belonged to a leasing company that long ago had retired it
to a dark corner of their warehouse. I’m guessing it sat there for six or seven years, as the
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inspection sticker had expired in 2009. I
bought it and had it shipped to my dealer
here in Corpus Christi, Texas.
After we did all the mechanicals, it was on to
my shop where we disassembled it and got
on with the Magma Red paint job. It took ten
months, hundreds of hours of absolutely
painstaking labor and over three gallons of
paint (and an additional two gallons of
clear)… but it was worth it! When the ML
rolled out of my shop it had 37,722 miles on
it. Now, my wife’s birthday is 7-22… so, you
can guess what she got for her birthday.
She’s lovin’ it, of course, and it draws a
crowd wherever we take it. With its new 19”
twin 5-spoke wheels, I think it really is “The one they shoulda built.”
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We thank everyone for being a member of this Club. Because
of your loyalty and support, your yearly membership dues
help to support our section financially and we are able to
produce and deliver a Section Newsletter; host fun and
unique Section Events like car shows and Oktoberfest; and
bring you the latest technical, maintenance and general
driving information about your Mercedes-Benz vehicle(s).

Loyal Member Renewals
New Members
Kevin Berry
Hector Camarillo
Reuben Coleman
Michael DeLeon
Donald Garrido
Gail Kitowski
James Lindsey
Michelle Molden
Don Roach
William Taylor

Joseph Aaron
Brigitte Booker
David Curtis
Don Dionisi
Tom Enloe
Rojelio Garcia
William Gerhardt
William Goodman
Tim Howard
David Lewandos

REMINDER: If we do not have your email address, you
are missing out on the majority of the communications
from the Club. Please go to www.mbca.org, log in and
update your info to stay updated on all we have going
on.
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Fred Loeffler
William Ohlemueller
Eduardo Paez
Alex Quioz
Antonio San Martin MD
Robin Schroeder
Graham Sore
Richard Taylor
Michael Yost

Benefit with your Membership!
Dealer Discounts on Parts, Service & Accessories at Participating
Mercedes-Benz Dealers - The presentation of your membership card
may entitle you to 5%, 10% or (up to) 20% off parts, service and
accessories from the U.S. and Canadian Mercedes-Benz dealers.
Even if your vehicle is under warranty, not all service is covered. Call
any of our local Mercedes-Benz dealers in advance to confirm their
participation in the MBCA dealer discount program. You must present
your MBCA membership card before having service performed or
paying for parts.
Renew Your Membership – You do NOT need to wait until your
renewal date before extending your club membership. Renew for 3
years, get 3 months FREE. Renew for 2 years, get 2 months FREE!
These renewal offers are good indefinitely, and members may renew
at any time to receive the free months. There is no extra benefit for
renewing for just one year.
Mercedes-Benz Models & Chassis Forums Mercedes forums
include every model made by Mercedes from A class to GLK, the
Sprinter, Smart Car, Adenauer, Gullwing, vintage and collectibles. Go
to www.mbca.org and sign in using your membership card to
participate.
See all the benefits available to you as a club member at
www.mbca.org/membership.
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View all benefits - login
in to www.mbca.org,
click on the tab
“Membership”.

Can’t find your Membership Card?
No worries! Just call the national business
office at 800-637-2360 or go online at
www.mbca.org to request another card.
Keep the card with you to enjoy dealership and
other member discounts.

Texas Hill Country Section|MBCA Is On The Web!
National website – www.mbca.org
Section website - http://texashillcountry.mbca.org
 http://www.facebook.com/pages/ Texas Hill Country Section| Mercedes-Benz-Club-ofAmerica
 Section Newsletters



MBCA Texas Hill Country Section Newsletter - published four times a year is the official newsletter
of the Texas Hill Country Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America.
Opinions - Opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily those of either MBCA
or the Texas Hill Country Section. Neither MBCA nor the Texas Hill Country Section endorses
products or services but may, as part of our informational activities, allow them to be cited in
articles and notices.
Trademarks - The trade names and trademarks "Mercedes-Benz", "Mercedes", and the threepointed star in a circle are owned by DBAG and are authorized for use by its licenses which
include MBCA, exclusively.
Reprints - Reprinting original material herein is permitted if a proper attribution (source, including
date of issue) is shown.
Advertising - We welcome advertisers whose subject matter is relevant to MBCA or of interest to
members of the Section. Advertising runs for one year (four issues) starting with the first issue.
MBCA members may place a classified ad for free providing that ad is Mercedes specific. No
inference should be made that products or services advertised herein have been approved by the
MCBA/Texas Hill Country Section board of directors or this newsletter editor.
Articles and Submissions - Copy should be e-mailed to the editor (riopaloma@sbcglobal.net) by
the 10th of the month prior to the next issue. For example, submissions for the February issue
should be received by the editor by January10th.
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