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Second Quarter

By Don Dionisi

It is hard to believe that we are already into the month of
May. Our section has had several interesting events so far
this year and more are planned. I understand the most
recent event in Houston, Keels & Wheels was a lot of fun
and there were many classic cars and classic wooden
boats to see.
There is also another car show in Fort
Worth this month if you have some time and would like a
nice weekend event to attend. There will be dining and
other activities in addition to the autos being displayed.
Plan on going to Ft. Worth and check out all the beautiful
Mercedes Benz that will be assembled for this car show.
The Red River Concours d’Elegance runs May 17-19,
2019. Special hotel rates for members of the MBCA
members.
If you don’t mind traveling to North Carolina there is
another car show happening this month as well. This
event is Friday, May 24 through Monday, May 27, 2019
The Sandhills Motoring Festival in Pinehurst, NC. Check
out the MBCA website for additional information. Special
rates for hotel accommodations are also available.
I will be going to the Peterson (Automobile) Museum in Los
Angeles later this month and will give you a summary of
what this newly updated museum has to offer. I’m really
excited to see all the new displays and the updated
building. I first visited the museum when I was living in
California many years ago. I am told it takes several days
to see all the exhibits. Stay tuned for updates.
We are seeking input from our members regarding any
interest in an AARP driver safety training program that
would reduce your insurance costs after completing the
training. We had an event planned for August that has
been rescheduled for next year and are looking at a
replacement. We could plan it at a facility or possibility at a
restaurant.
Continued on next page…
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President’s message continued…
The driver safety training class is 6 to 8 hours long to qualify for the insurance discount, so it would
involve a time commitment on your part. The fee would be from $25.00 to $29.00 per person.
Please let us know if you would be interested in participating.
Send your comments concerns or questions about the AARP driver safety training to: Don at:
don.dionisi@yahoo.com
If you would like to be included and have your name on the list, send your request to Charlie at:
riopaloma@sbcglobal.net
Best!
Don Dionisi
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Here is a beauty from the past…
A 1976 450 SEL
Can you guess which club member
owned this 1976 450SEL and is
standing next to it? (Answer below)

Your Treasurer: Martin Rios

r

Section Officers:
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February Event
Dominion Car and Truck Show
By: C. Dove

We had to change our event schedule
for February due to a change in
ownership of the Mercedes-Benz of
San Antonio dealer. We had planned a
visit to the newly remodeled building
and showroom for February, but we
had to change our plans. Hopefully we
will have that visit rescheduled in the
near future. So instead, several of us
drove out to the Dominion to see their
car and truck show. There were a
number of classic and classy cars
there. Our friend Lou Ann, who we met
through Alex and Helene, had several
of her cars on display that morning.
She told us that she also owns a 1977
Mercedes-Benz 6.9 – which by the way
was not at the show. We would love to
see that car one of these days.

1937 Ford Woody

1965 Chevelle Malibu 4-speed std.

Shelby Replica
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1946 Dodge Truck

Martin, Kay, Jesse and Lou Ann

2017 Corvette Convertible

Bentley Convertible

1930’s Alfa Romeo

1930’s Lincoln
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The March Event
Lester’s Automotive Car Show
By: C. Dove

We had 7 members sign up to show
their cars and have them entered into
the judging. This was the 12th annual
car show for Lester’s. Benefits from
the car show go to help the Juvenile
Diabetes Foundation. It was a nice
windy day for the car show; we sat
under the Oak trees in the shade.
There were lots of interesting cars to
check out while we were there, from
Corvettes, to Mustangs and other
muscle cars to the classics. And of
course the Mercedes-Benz section.
They even offered grilled hot dogs with
all the trimmings for lunch. We had 2
new members join us and enter their
cars. Mark and Bettina Luketic brought
a 2003 SL500, and a 2005 SL65. Both
of those cars won awards in the car
show. My 2009 SL550 Silver Arrow
also won an award.

Above: Bettina, Mark, John and Charlie

Above: Mark; Below: Bill’s ’89 SL560

Charlie and his 2009 SL550 Silver Arrow
Best in Class Award…
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A 1959 Thunderbird – complete with carhop

A 1960 Corvette

A 1940 Ford Convertible

Ron’s 2007 SL550 - 50th Anniversary Edition

New Member John and his GT Spyder
For more photos of Lester’s and the Air
Force Museum – Click Here

Robin’s 2015 C300 Luxury Edition
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April 2019 – A Tour of the Commemorative
Air Force Hangar and Museum – San Marcos, Texas
By: C. Dove

Our April event took us to San Marcos,
Texas to the Commemorative Air
Force Hangar and museum. It turned
out to be a drizzly rainy day. In spite of
the dreary day, we had a fair turn out.
10 members came to visit the hangar
and get a little taste of our American
history. The hangar, that was built
during WWII as part of the San Marcos
Army Airfield houses a collection of
airworthy warplanes from the past.
This fleet of historic aircraft is there to
remind us of the lessons learned in
American military aviation history.
Currently, there are six CAF aircraft,
the D-Day veteran C-47 “That’s all
Brother”, a very rare flying P-39Q Bell
Airacobra “Big D”, the B-25 Mitchell
“Yellow Rose, (an amazing warplane)
an AT-6 Texan “red Tail”, the C-45
Expeditor “Lone Star Lady”, and a U3A Administrator “Blue Canoe”.
We were invited to board most of the
planes for a close up look at the inside
which was quite an undertaking in
itself. Not much room to maneuver
around inside.
After our tour of the Air Force
warplanes and the museum, we drove
into San Marcos for lunch at the Hays
Country Barbecue restaurant. We
enjoyed great food and had a good
time talking about cars and WWII
warplanes. In spite of the weather, we
had a good day.

Our group gathering inside the hangar.

The 39Q Bell Airacobra
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Yaeko and the Yellow Rose

The D-Day veteran C-47

Martin inside the Yellow Rose

Charlie in the cockpit of the Yellow Rose
For more photos of this event and
Lester’s car show: Click Here

Louis in the tail gunner section of the
Yellow Rose
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Norm and Cathy

WWII Willys Jeep

Above: The C-45 - Lone Star Lady
All of these WWII warplanes have an
odd number of cylinders

Lunch at Hays County Barbecue

Yaeko and Martin
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May 2019 – Keels & Wheels Concours d’Elegance
Lakewood Yacht Club - Seabrook, Texas
By: C. Dove
What a great weekend in Clear Lake at the
24th annual Keels & Wheels event.
Threatening weather was partly to blame for
the small member turnout, but we ended up
with a beautiful weekend. We drove down on
Friday morning and had a little rain on and off
along the way. We checked in to the
Hampton on NASA Pkwy around 2:30. We
met Robin there that afternoon. After a little
rest and a shower, we met club members
Kathy and Douglas at their boat in Bal
Harbour – just down the road from our hotel.
We toured their boat, had some refreshments
and discussions of worldly events. From
there, we drove on to Eduardo’s Seafood
restaurant for dinner. Erroll Hines, President
of the Houston Club, Jeff Tanner and his wife
Andrea from the Houston Mercedes Club
joined us for dinner. We had a nice visit,
good conversation and enjoyed some
appetizers and good Mexican food.
Saturday morning, Robin, Martin and I met
Kathy at the Lakewood Yacht club for Keels
& Wheels. It was a perfect day. So many
beautiful cars parked among the oak covered
grounds. We stopped to get autographed
photos from author Clive Cussler who was
the Grand Marshall for this event. He brought
one of his many classic cars that he had on
display. A 1911 Locomobile. On the backside
of Lakewood are the many classic wooden
boats. An unexpected surprise was a
skydiving show from the Re/Max Skydiving
team choreographed to the national Anthem
which was – quite spectacular!
After the car show, we were invited to join
Kathy and Douglas at the historic Houston
Yacht club, circa 1930’s for lunch.
Saturday evening we met again for dinner at
Tommy’s
Seafood
Restaurant.
Club
members Joe and Cathy joined us along with
Kathy and Douglas and friends David and
June.
Sunday morning after breakfast, we bid Clear
Lake farewell and drove back to San Antonio.

It was a wonderful weekend. And we give a
special thank you to Kathy and husband
Douglas for their gracious hospitality and for
their help in organizing this event.
And also thank you to the Houston Club,
Erroll, Jeff and Andrea for a great evening
and for the gifts… it’s always nice to visit with
our sister Benz club members of Houston.

Kathy and Douglas’s Boat – The Chat Eau
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Robin, Kathy and Douglas on the Chat Eau

On the Chat Eau – below deck

2 cool cars at the Windemere Club

Kathy and Robin on the deck of Chat Eau

Dinner with the Houston group on Friday night at Eduardo’s
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The Lakewood Yacht Club – Keels & Wheels Event

Robin getting an autograph from Clive Cussler
Martin with Clive Cussler’s 1911 Locomobile
For more photos and slide show of the Keels & Wheels event:
Click Here
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One

of
Don’s
new
acquisitions: While on a
business trip in California, he
took a side trip to Pleasanton,
California where he checked
out a CPO 2013 SL550. So
guess what he drove home?
He cashed in the airplane
ticket. I think He had a better
ride home than in a plane
anyway. I know I would have
loved that ride home.

What’s New?
Another acquisition for Don…
he traded his 2014 E550
Coupe and his 2013 S550 for
this 2016 S550. He found a
great deal in Georgetown at
the
Benz
dealer
there.
Beautiful!

Mercedes-Benz
The Best - or Nothing
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Classified Section
For Sale

For Sale: 1979 SL450 Roadster. 41,500
original miles. Family owned for 40
years. Looks and drives very well.
Hardtop stand goes with the car. For
more details call (210) 215-XXXX or
email:
xxxxx@gmail.com.
Asking
$14,000 or best offer.

Classified ads for Mercedes-Benz automobiles, Mercedes-Benz parts and/or accessories can be
placed in our newsletter. Ad content should be sent to: riopaloma@sbcglobal.net by the 10th of the
month before the quarterly newsletter is published. August ads should be received by July 10th. If
possible, please include 1, 2 or 3 photographs to go with your ad. Ads are offered FREE for Club
Members. Our newsletters are published quarterly – February, May, August and November.
78 210-366-960
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mbofsa.com

Upcoming Events:
June 22nd – Dinner together tentatively at El Mirasol at the Alon. Time to be determined. More on
this event will come soon.*
July 2019 –Dinner together. Place to be determined.*
August 2019 - Dinner together at Stonewerks Big Rock Grill. 1201 Loop 1604 at Blanco. The
Vineyard Center. Date and time TBD.*
September 2019 – Tech Session at Mercedes-Benz of Boerne. 31445 I-10, Boerne, Texas Date
and time TBD.*
October 2019 – Wimberley Glass Works. 6469 Ranch Rd. 12, San Marcos, Texas. Date and time
TBD.*
November 9th 2019 – San Antonio Botanical Gardens. 555 Funston Pl. San Antonio, Texas. Time
TBD.*
December 2019 – Holiday Dinner TBD.*

* More on these events will be coming soon to
your in box. Watch for your E-News.
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We want to thank everyone for being a member of this Club.
Because of your loyalty and support, your yearly membership
dues helps to support our section financially and we are able
to produce and deliver a Section Newsletter; host fun and
unique Section Events; and bring you the latest technical,
maintenance and general driving information about your
Mercedes-Benz vehicle(s).

Loyal Member Renewals

Welcome
New Members!
Julio Chiu
Alan Fon
Carlos & Gabriel Garcia
George Matecko
Gayle Millard
Bill Nation
Ann & John Woody
Carlos Garcia

Jeff Aykroyd
Don & Margaret Barbian
David & Amy Brooks
Arno Pitzen
John & Susan Flanagan
Tim Howard
Robert Lundin
Abram Bueche
Zvonimir Lisac
Richard Taylor

Bill Nation
William Ohlemueller
Susan Paloczy
Rojelio Garcia
Robin Schroeder
Ken Wilson & Julene
Michael & Elizabeth Yost
Bill Ghedi
Steve Morehead

If you would like to order a Mercedes-Benz Club
name badge, click the image below.

REMINDER: If we do not have your email address, you are missing out on the majority
of the communications from the Club. Please go to www.mbca.org, log in and update
your info to stay updated on all that we have going on. Also, please list your
spouse/partner as an associate member on the mbca website.
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Benefit with your Membership!
Dealer Discounts on Parts, Service & Accessories at Participating
Mercedes-Benz Dealers - The presentation of your membership card
may entitle you to 5%, 10% or (up to) 20% off parts, service and
accessories from the U.S. and Canadian Mercedes-Benz dealers.
Even if your vehicle is under warranty, not all service is covered. Call
any of our local Mercedes-Benz dealers in advance to confirm their
participation in the MBCA dealer discount program. You must present
your MBCA membership card before having service performed or
paying for parts.
Renew Your Membership – You DO NOT need to wait until your
renewal date before extending your club membership.
Refer a New Member – You will get an extra month added to your
membership.
Mercedes-Benz Models & Chassis Forums Mercedes forums
include every model made by Mercedes from A class to GLK, the
Sprinter, Smart Car, Adenauer, Gullwing, vintage and collectibles. Go
to www.mbca.org and sign in using your membership card to
participate.
See all the benefits available to you as a club member at
www.mbca.org/membership.

View all benefits - login
in to www.mbca.org,
click on the tab
“Membership”.

If you know someone that owns a Mercedes-Benz, invite them to join our club. We have plenty of
applications on hand for membership – just ask for a few at our next event. Keep them in your car.
Let your friends know the benefits of our club – like the discounts on parts and service. And mention
the Loyalty Rewards Program. Any member of the Mercedes Club that has been a member for 12
consecutive months or longer entitles you to receive $500 towards the lease, or purchase of a new
or CPO Mercedes-Benz. The $500 discount applies after you’ve made your best deal.
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Can’t find your Membership Card?
No worries! Just call the national business
office at 800-637-2360 or go online at
www.mbca.org to request another card.
Keep the card with you to enjoy dealership
and other member discounts.

Texas Hill Country Section|MBCA Is On The Web!
National website – www.mbca.org
Section website - http://texashillcountry.mbca.org
 http://www.facebook.com/pages/ Texas Hill Country Section| Mercedes-Benz-Club-ofAmerica
 Section Newsletters



MBCA Texas Hill Country Section Newsletter - published four times a year is the official newsletter
of the Texas Hill Country Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America.
Opinions - Opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily those of either MBCA
or the Texas Hill Country Section. Neither MBCA nor the Texas Hill Country Section endorses
products or services but may, as part of our informational activities, allow them to be cited in
articles and notices.
Trademarks - The trade names and trademarks "Mercedes-Benz", "Mercedes", and the threepointed star in a circle are owned by DBAG and are authorized for use by its licenses which
include MBCA, exclusively.
Reprints - Reprinting original material herein is permitted if a proper attribution (source, including
date of issue) is shown.
Advertising - We welcome advertisers whose subject matter is relevant to MBCA or of interest to
members of the Section. Advertising runs for one year (four issues) starting with the first issue.
MBCA members may place a classified ad for free providing that ad is Mercedes specific. No
inference should be made that products or services advertised herein have been approved by the
MCBA/Texas Hill Country Section board of directors or this newsletter editor.
Articles and Submissions – Copy for our quarterly newsletter should be e-mailed to the newsletter
editor (riopaloma@sbcglobal.net) by the 10th of the month prior to the next issue. For example,
submissions for the May issue should be received by the editor by April 10th. If you have an
interesting story about your Mercedes, we would like to hear about it. If you’ve purchased a new
or new to you Mercedes, we like to hear about that too.
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