
 
 

                                                                                                                             
 

                                        
                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 

    

 
President’s Message 

By Bob Holbrook 
 
April was a great month for folks who enjoy cars. On April 14 our Section held 
a new car presentation and service technician session at MB Boerne (read 
more details on the homepage of www.MBCA.org); on April 21 the Texas 
Corvette Association held its annual grand show in downtown Boerne with 
hundreds of spectacular cars; and on April 28 was the monthly Coffee & 
Rides gathering at the Vineyard Shopping Center in San Antonio. Although 
Mercedes-Benz vehicles are our passion, it’s hard not to enjoy other beautiful 
cars, and it is always fun to talk with car people anywhere. 
 
Building on the successes of April we are starting May with a bang. On May 5 
the Texas Hill Country Section and the Lone Star Section are hosting the 
spring “Shine and Show” at Landa Park in New Braunfels. Starting at 
11:00am there will be a day full of food, cars, and interaction with other MBCA 
members. Check the newsletter and recent e-mail announcements for further 
details and a map to the park. All members are encouraged to attend and 
have a great time. And – looking ahead to June – on the 16

th
 we are planning 

a Section visit to the Pacific War Museum in Fredericksburg. More details will 
be forthcoming. 
 
Our Events Committee, chaired by Jeff Brown (also Vice President) is 
developing multiple events for the remainder of this year and already planning 
for 2013. Our goal is to provide multiple activities, events, and social 
opportunities for all members - - something for everybody and many chances 
to take part and meet other members. Kathie Steele is doing an outstanding 
job of sending announcements and reminders via e-mail to members so that 
we can be aware and plan ahead.  
 
Thus far, each new event seems to have stronger participation and 
attendance than the last; a very good trend. I realize that not every member 
can attend EVERY event, but I also hope that every member will attend 
SOME event during the year. Hopefully every member will attend MANY 
events. Contact Jeff or me with any recommendations for new activities, 
destinations, or events that you would like to suggest. 
 
Drive safely. Remember to change your car’s engine oil and filter with the hot 
weather approaching.  It will thank you! 
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Section Officers 

 
President Robert (Bob) Holbrook 
210-630-
7495(c)/holbrook.robert@sbcglobal.net 
 
Vice President Tom Jones 
210-787-9108(c) 
thomas.preston.jones@us.army.mil 
 
Secretary Kathie Steele 
512-497-9012(c)/dieselbenz@wildblue.net 
 
Treasurer Keith Steele 
512-558-1834(c)/keiths@wildblue.net 
 
Newsletter Editor Kathie Steele 
dieselbenz@wildblue.net 
 

Regional Director 
 
Charles Boyd 
580-255-4040(c)/cl.boyd@sbcglobal.net 

New Club Members  
 
Joyce Cruz   
Hubert Griffin 
Tim Howard 
David Lewandos 
Sheldon McClaflin 
Jeffrey Meade 
Robert Rajewski 

  
 

Bob & Joyce Cruz with their Smart Car 

Members from left to right, Sak Reeves, 
Tom McCarran, Jeff and Lori Brown.  

Member Renewals 
 
Byron Bachschmid 
Julian Beltran 
James Cline 
Milton Colia 
Gene Cory 
Edward Davitt 
John De La Cruz 
Bill Ehler 

Willkommen! 

Aaron Fox 
A L Herrington  
Tom McCarran 
Alex Quiroz 
Cristal Smith 
Michael Yost 

Thank you for your support in helping make the Texas Hill Country Section one of the best in 

MBCA! For the sixth consecutive month, MBCA membership is up. On March 31st, our North 
American family grew to 19,765 members; up from 19,547 a year earlier. Congratulations to our 
loyal members.  You are our #1 “promoters” for the Club.  And many thanks to our dealer 
associates for encouraging Mercedes-Benz owners and lessees to join our growing community. 

Members Brave Early AM Fog to Attend Coffee & Rides  
March 31, 2012 

By Jeff Brown 
 
What a lousy way to start a Saturday – fog and light drizzle – on the way to 
the monthly Coffee & Rides meet at The Vineyard Shopping Center. But 
within 15 minutes of arriving, the fog burned off and it turned into a beautiful 
day! In attendance were Sak Reeves, Tom McCarran, Jeff & Lori Brown, and 
of course, Rudy the official-unofficial section mascot. We met some new 
friends, Bob & Joyce Cruz, who own a cool little blue Smart car. They were 
so pleased to be welcomed that they joined MBCA today, becoming new 
members. 
 
It was a great turnout of cars. Porsche, in particular, was very well 
represented. Of course, the Corvettes and Mopar gang were there, and just 
about every other make under the sun. The Coffee & Rides meet just seems 
to grow every month. Even with the foul early morning weather today and the 
construction mess at 1604 and 281, there were more than 300 cars. And 
while the Mercedes Team was small, we made up for it in enthusiasm, 
laughter and good camaraderie; we had a great time! 
 
Come join us on the last Saturday of every month. It’s informal, free and 

gathers for only about an hour or so. But it’s a lot of fun. 

 

Refer a Friend to MBCA 
and receive an 
additional month of 
club membership 
FREE!  The more friends you 

encourage to enroll, the more 
FREE months you 
automatically receive.  There’s 
no limit to the number of free 
months you can earn.  Visit 
www.mbca.org/member-
benefits for more information. 

 

Find section information on our website! 
 
We are pleased to provide members with section information such as notices of events, newsletters, 
photos and sponsors.  Visit us at http://www.mbca.org/texas-hill-country. 
  
If you have email, please send it to dieselbenz@wildblue.net.    Email will allow us to send timely 
communication to you and save money in return.  Also, keep your personal profile updated at 
www.mbca.org so the national club is able to send other pertinent communication. 
 

http://www.mbca.org/member-benefits
http://www.mbca.org/member-benefits
http://www.mbca.org/texas-hill-country
mailto:dieselbenz@wildblue.net
http://www.mbca.org/


 
 

                     
                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
  

                                            
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February Technical Session at MB of San Antonio 
 

About fifteen members gathered Saturday, February 25
th
 at MB of San Antonio for a technical session.  Richard 

Wood, General Sales Manager, greeted us then gave a tour of the showroom.  We inspected the Smart Cars while 
Mr. Wood discussed their features and design.   
 
But, there’s more! We were about to get a special treat.  The dealership washed our cars!   
 
Wayne Burchard, Shop Foreman, then gave us a tour of the service bays.  Wayne and his crew prepared a beautiful 
white SL 500 for an inspection while he described the process of a random quality check before the SL will be 
returned to its owner.  He described how the service bays are divided between problem cars requiring more time and 
attention to express maintenance and finally the “waiter” bay where customers wait while their car is serviced. 
 
We then walked outside to view the surrounding areas behind the main building where technicians park cars 
awaiting parts and/or service.  Before we left, Wayne surprised us with a pop quiz with ten multiple choice questions!  
Yes, you heard correctly.  Members Ronnie Swanner and Bill Rasco tallied the best score winning an MB cap of 
their choice.  What fun! 
 
It was a great event and if you were not able to join us, we hope you will in the future.  We thank Richard Wood, 
Wayne Burchard, and all those at MB of San Antonio for their time and generosity.  Gary Lewis, Service Manager, 
also reminded members that MB of San Antonio provides club members with 10% off parts and labor.  You must 
present your membership card to the service advisor before work is done and at the parts counter before you 
purchase parts. 
 

 
Before leaving this event at Mercedes-Benz of 
San Antonio, we were presented with a pop 
quiz.  How well do you know the Mercedes 
brand and its history?  One question and 
answer will be posted in each newsletter (as 
space allows).   
See how well you do.  Take the test, if you 
dare. 
 

Which family member did the brand name “Mercedes” come 
from? 

 Karl & Bertha Benz’s nephew 

 Emil Jellinek’s daughter 

 Wilhelm Maybach’s niece 

 Gottlieb Daimler’s grandson 

See the answer in this newsletter 
 



 
 

                     
         
 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                           

 
 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

                                      
 
 

 

 
 
 

Acquiring a Dream 
By Jeff Brown, Vice President 
 
About 9 years ago, I was gazing through a Star magazine and came across an ad for an immaculate SL600.  The ad 
of course was small with little real information, I was in California at the time, the car was on the East Coast, and the 
asking price was way more than I would have spent on the car.  Clearly, this particular car was not destined for me.  
But the more I stared at that ad, the more I desired an R129 model.  And not just any R129… it had to be the V12.  
The power… the prestige… the sheer exhilaration of putting the pedal to the floor as you sink further into the driver's 
seat.  Twelve cylinders.  Ahhh. 
 
I couldn’t get that car out of my mind.  I began envisioning the ‘perfect’ example and I found myself daydreaming at 
work about cruising down the über-scenic Hwy 101, along the California coast, top down, Lori by my side, sun gently 
setting to the west… You get the picture.  Lori and I had owned a ’73 450SL before so we were accustomed to a 
convertible lifestyle.  And in California, convertibles are ‘the’ car to own.  Not just any convertible mind you, but a V12 
convertible.   
 
OK, so how does one go about ‘selling’ such a motorcar to the spouse when the garage is already full and 
speed/acceleration have zero meaning?  Doing the speed limit on a long, flat, straight, smooth highway is her vision of 
‘speed’.  Me?  Let’s go and see what the engine can do.  Our view of motorcars is fundamentally diametrically 
opposed. 
 
So the mind began weaving and thinking; I’ve got to figure a way to get buy-in on a V12 SL.   No way!  Then it hit 
me… the perfect approach.  Returning home after a particularly tough day at the office, I told Lori that I was 
considering getting a motorcycle.  As I expected, she put her foot down and said, ‘No’ to the motorcycle.  After some 
good natured bantering back and forth she made the fatal error and announced, “You can have anything other than a 
motorcycle.”  Ahhh, the trap was set and sprung.  “Well honey, if I can’t have a motorcycle than I guess I’ll have to 
settle for an SL600.”  To Lori’s credit, she was savvy enough to know what that was.  “I don’t care; no motorcycles!” 
she responded. 
 
The next day I called Lori to let her know that I was going to be a little late coming home, that I had to go take a look at 
an SL600 that was for sale in the area.  Great car – black exterior, black interior, black soft top.  She wasn’t sure what 
to say.  She knew she had been taken.  But within a couple of days, I drove my black beauty home.  We took the next 
day off and drove down Hwy 101, watching the sunset, with the top down.  All was right with the world.  Dreams do 
come true. 

Club Membership Benefits the Out of Warranty Mercedes Too 
 
Own an out-of-warranty Mercedes?  Need technical help, but don’t know where to turn?  No 
problem!  Get all the technical information and answers you need through Tech Talk. 
 
Offered as a benefit of membership, technical articles are submitted as well as member 
questions answered by specialists such as George Murphy, Pierre Hedary and Jonathan 
Hodgman.  
 
Visit www.mbca.org and click on the link Tech Talk.  Members submit their questions online 
to the entire MBCA community.  Some are answered in the STAR magazine.  Got a friend 
with an older Mercedes?  Refer them to the club and let them enjoy the benefits of club 
membership! 

 

http://www.mbca.org/


 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
  
                                                             
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                     
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
   

 

March Member Meeting  
 

What more can a person ask for than good company and 
food?  That’s what members of the Texas Hill Country 
Section found as sixteen members gathered for dinner at the 
Scenic Loop Café on March 22, 2012.    
 
President, Bob Holbrook, greeted all and spoke for a few 
minutes before we ordered dinner. We caught up on club 
news, heard about upcoming events and celebrated Jack 
Flanagan’s birthday.   
 
Before leaving, we walked outside and eyed each other’s 
vehicles in the parking lot.  Bob Holbrook drove his new-old 
1950 170S to the event for members to check out.   Bob 
attempted to start it for onlookers, but it took a few attempts.  
Hopefully, we will see and hear more of Bob’s vehicle as he 
restores it.   
 
What a great article for our newsletter!!  All members are 
welcome to bring a guest to any of our events. 
 

2012 Formula One Racing Season begins  
With Mercedes Win! 

 
Formula One (F1) racing began in 1950, however, it wasn’t until 1954 
that Mercedes-Benz began racing in F1 to help with rebuilding Germany 
after WWII.  Despite success of winning their first two seasons, 
Mercedes withdrew again from racing in 1955 as a response to the Le 
Mans disaster which killed Mercedes sports car driver Pierre Levegh.  It 
wasn’t until 1993 that Mercedes-Benz returned to F1 as an engine 
supplier. 
 
Today, the Mercedes AMG Petronas Formula One Team is the first 
Mercedes-factory team since the 1955 fatal race.  Mercedes AMG High 
Performance Power Trains also supply two other teams: McLaren and 
Force India with engines. 
 
Mercedes AMG Petronas drivers: Michael Schumacher and Nico 
Rosberg.  Mercedes AMG Petronas visit www.mercedes-amg-f1.com. 
 
For more information about Formula One, visit www.formulaone.com.   
 
Check out the 2012 race schedule including the November 16-18, 2012 
race in Austin, Texas.  Visit http://circuitoftheamericas.com for more 
information on the Austin race. 
 
 Watch Chalk Talk Video on SPEED as Steve Matchett discusses the 
long history of Mercedes Grand Prix racing.  Great old photos too! 
 

Section Officers 

 
President Robert (Bob) Holbrook 
210-630-7495(c)/holbrook.robert@sbcglobal.net 
 
Vice President Jeff Brown 
512-450-4910(c)/jbrown2653@sbcglobal.net 
 
Secretary Kathie Steele 
512-497-9012(c)/dieselbenz@wildblue.net 
 
Treasurer Keith Steele 
512-558-1834(c)/keiths@wildblue.net 
 
Newsletter Editor Kathie Steele 
512-497-9012/dieselbenz@wildblue.net 
 

Regional Director 
 
Charles Boyd 
580-255-4040(c)/cl.boyd@sbcglobal.net 

 

Seven time world champion, 
 Michael Schumacher with team mate Nico Rosberg 

Mercedes AMG Petronas Formula One car 

Silver Arrow 
Mercedes-Benz 
1955 W160  

Seven time world champion Michael Schumacher 
 With team Nico Rosberg 

http://www.mercedes-amg-f1.com/
http://www.formulaone.com/
http://circuitoftheamericas.com/
http://www.speedtv.com/video/formula-1/chalk-talk


 
 

   

               
 
 
                                                      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

                

New Car and Service Demonstration at MB of Boerne 
 
Saturday, April 14, 2012, was cloudy as 21 members of the Texas Hill Country Section met at Mercedes-Benz of 
Boerne for another great event.  We began outside where Aaron Sybert gave a presentation of two 2012 vehicles: GLK 
350 and a C250.  Aaron pointed out features and described the new technical capabilities on the 2012 vehicles.  
Members asked questions, sat in the vehicles and gave them a thorough viewing.   
 
Inside, the dealership provided refreshments for us in the conference room.  Robert Castro, Assistant Service Manager, 
handed out Mercedes-Benz pens to everyone before leading us into the service area.   
 
One of the advantages of club membership is the knowledge we gain about Mercedes vehicles.  That’s one reason 
Kathy and Dave Senseman joined the club.  She is learning all about the Mercedes she recently inherited from her 
father.  The 1987 SL 560 does need some repair, but she didn’t know where to start.  The dealership allowed us to use 
her SL for the demonstration to show the procedure the service technician will go through when a vehicle is brought to 
the dealership to be serviced. 
 
Harry Brandt, Shop Foreman, placed the car on the lift where he inspected from the engine to the trunk and discussed 
areas of issue with the SL as members looked on.  We then drove to the Limestone Grille in Boerne for lunch where we 
celebrated Bob Holbrook’s birthday.  We also enjoyed visiting with member Jack Flanagan’s father, who is a member of 
the Lone Star Section.  John Flanagan is 93 years old, still a Mercedes owner and an MBCA member! 
 
We would like to thank Gil Garcia, John Wang, Robert Castro, Harry Brandt, and all those at Mercedes-Benz of Boerne 
who made our visit so successful.   
 

The Events Committee Wants You! 
By Jeff Brown, Chairman 

 
The Events Committee is a group of folks who plan all the activities for the section.  Whether it is social events, 
technical sessions, driving events, car shows – you name it – we have a blast getting them organized.  In essence, 
we plan all the good and fun stuff for the section.  The Events Committee is looking for additional folks to join and 
help plan the remaining 2012 and 2013 calendars. We particularly need help in the Midland and El Paso areas.  Also, 
anyone around the coastal area who would like to help, please contact Dave Curtis at dcurtis@edhicks.com.   There’s 
no need to make meetings and such; we can stay in touch via the phone and e-mail. 
 
If you have a desire to get involved and have fun, or if you have any great ideas for monthly events, give me a call at 
512-450-4910 (cell) or send an e-mail to jbrown2653@sbcglobal.net.  We’d love to have you join us as we are always 
looking for fresh ideas and member involvement. 
 



 
 

       

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

                             

The Ft. Worth Section of MBCA will be 
making their second trip through the  
Hi9ll Country April 20 – 21, 2012 
(Saturday & Sunday). 
 
 

MBCA Sections are organizing driving to Starfest. 
Anyone wishing to join in caravan plans contact 
Kathie Steele at dieselbenz@wildblue.net. 

Texas Hill Country Section Events: 
 
Member Tour 
Formula One Race track Austin -TBD 
 
Fredericksburg, TX – Pacific War Museum                                         
Saturday, June 16, 2012  
10:00 am – Noon               
 
Member meeting & Dinner 
TBD July 13, 2012 
6:30 – 8:00 pm 
 
August – No event planned 
September –TBD 
 
October Fest 
Saturday, October 20, 2012 
Home of Bob & Ana Holbrook 
 

Other Section Events: 
 
Houston – 7

th
 Annual Mercedes Gathering in Centerville, 

TX.  Visit www.mbca.org/houston. 
 
North TX – 5/19 DIY Tech Session Park Place in 
Grapevine 
 7/21 DIY Louden Motor Cars of Dallas 
Visit www.mbca-ntx.org. 
 
Lone Star – 6/2 Thurs PM -Riverboat Cruise on Ladybird 
Lake 
Visit www.mbca/lonestar.org.  
 
Ft. Worth – 6/23 Q & S Rally 
7/14 – Food & Fun Road Trip 
8/25 – Technical Event 

Visit  www.mbca/ftworth. 

_ _ _ Let’s Ride 

 

http://www.mbca.org/houston
http://www.mbca-ntx.org/
http://www.mbca/lonestar.org


 
 

More MBCA News… 

July 29, 2012 - Concours d’Elegance of America at St. John’s, Plymouth, MI.  This will be the 34
th
 year of the Concours. 

The International Stars Section plans on having a fun Concours and preferred VIP parking available. More information and 
signup will be available on their website at http://www.mbca.org/section/international-stars . 

Joe Quenet, Executive Sales Consultant at Park Place Mercedes-Benz in Dallas, has been tapped to add his “online voice” 
and Mercedes-Benz brand expertise to MBCA’s social media messages; pro bono. Joe, aka “Dallas Benz Guy,” is 
consistently ranked one of the best & brightest contributors to Mercedes-Benz discussions on LinkedIn, Facebook and 
Twitter. Look for his weekly contributions to MBCA’s social media conversations later this month.    

 

 

[Type a quote from the document or 
the summary of an interesting point. 
You can position the text box 
anywhere in the document. Use the 
Drawing Tools tab to change the 
formatting of the pull quote text box.] 

Please welcome our first club sponsor 
Dent Dawg in San Antonio.  
 
Dent Dawg is a new paintless dent 
repair business founded by Chris 
Coker. Unlike many paintless dent 
repair businesses, Dent Dawg has a 
furnished waiting room for customers.  
 
You may contact Dent Dawg at 
855/368-3294 or email 
chris@dentdawg.net and Dent Dawg 
also has a Facebook presence.  
 
Remember that even though your 
garage queen or show car might not 
need this service your daily driver 
might! 

 
If you visit Dent Dawg, please thank 
them for supporting your club through 
their advertising. 

Spring Raffle through June 15 — Not a winner in last month's Mega 
Millionaire Lottery?  Then try your luck in the MBCA Spring Raffle! Tickets are 
on sale through June 15th. Odds of winning approximately 1 in 3,000, 
depending on total number of tickets sold.  Win one of four cash prizes (grand 
prize is $50,000) or one of (20) $500 gift cards to spend at your local 
Mercedes-Benz Dealership. 

Check out our 
new Sponsor! 

http://www.mbca.org/section/international-stars
mailto:chris@dentdawg.net


 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                    
 
 
 

         
 
 
      

Mercedes-Benz will add a diesel engine option to the updated GLK crossover that debuted at the 2012 New York 
auto show.  The good news for consumers on the lookout for a more fuel efficient SUV is that the GLK 220 CDI that 
is currently being offered in Europe has an output of 170 hp at 3,200 rpm and 400 Nm of torque starting at 1,400 
rpm according to 4wheelnews.  

The GLK gets midlife exterior updates, including new front headlamps and a sportier rear bumper. 

The diesel-powered GLK250 BlueTEC 4MATIC with all-wheel drive arrives in early 2013 with a 190-hp, 2.1-liter 
inline-four-cylinder engine.  All of Mercedes' larger crossovers and SUVs have diesel variants. 

Mercedes has not disclosed estimated fuel economy ratings for the new diesel version. The additional engine will 
give the Mercedes GLK an advantage over its rivals, the Audi Q5 and BMW X3, which are not available with diesel 
engines in the United States. 

The first new GLK variant to go on sale is the GLK350, which arrives this summer with a reworked V-6 engine that 
gets a boost in horsepower to 302 from 268. 

An optional AMG styling package includes 20-inch wheels, front and rear skirts, an AMG grille, sportier daytime 
running lights and aluminum roof rails.  AMG is Mercedes high performance division. 

MotorAuthority points out “despite America’s usual opposition to diesel, sales of Mercedes BlueTEC diesel has been 
quite successful with the clean diesel vehicles accounting for 12 to 20 percent of sales depending on the model”. 
Pricing for the updated GLK family has not been announced. 

  

 
Summer Fun Photos – Do you have a favorite photo of you with your 
Mercedes?  Care to share it?  Take a photo of you with your Mercedes on 
vacation or doing fun drives during the summer and we’ll post them in the 
August newsletter and on our section website.   
 
Email it to dieselbenz@wildblue.net.  Tell us when and where the photo was 
taken and a little about your car. 

 

Technical News 

mailto:dieselbenz@wildblue.net
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Mercedes-Benz models up 16.9%, smart up 58.9%, Sprinter up 16.6% 

MONTVALE, N.J. – Mercedes-Benz USA (MBUSA) today reported February sales of 19,679 vehicles, a 21.7 % improvement 
over February 2011 and the highest February volume on record with strong sales across all model lines to brand new 
customers.  On a year-to-date basis, the 41,398 vehicles sold represent a 23.8% increase.   

The company reported sales increases over virtually all its model lines from the entry point to the high-end.  “With all 
of our new model launches over the past year bringing new buyers to Mercedes-Benz and prompting our loyal owners to 
reinvest in the brand, we’re ideally positioned to take advantage of the strengthening market,” said Steve Cannon, president 
and CEO of MBUSA.   

Sales for the month of February were led by the C-, E-, and M-Class model lines.  The sporty C-Class – the gateway 
to the Mercedes-Benz brand for younger and first-time Mercedes-Benz buyers – took the lead with sales of 5,240 up 17.0% 
over February 2011.  The 9th generation E-Class came in right behind with sales of 4,206 and MBUSA’s top-selling SUV, the 
M-Class, rounded out the top three with sales of 3,408, up 77.1% compared to February 2011.   

Other strong performers were the company’s flagship S-Class which saw its sales increase by 20.3%, the new CLS 
up 411.2%, and the SLK roadster which increased 108.8% over February 2011. 

Amidst rising gas prices, diesel sales increased to 1,415, up 81.9% over the same period last year (778). 
The company’s smart brand continued four consecutive months of sales increases versus last year with February 

sales of 769 vehicles, a 58.9% jump for the month (compared to the 484 vehicles sold in February 2011).  The February 
volume is the highest on record for smart since MBUSA assumed responsibility in July 2011. 

On the van side, sales of Sprinter Vans also saw strong sales in February with sales of 830– up 16.6% over last 
year. 

Separately, through the Mercedes-Benz Certified Pre-Owned (MBCPO) program, MBUSA sold 5,985 vehicles in 
February; a 2.2% increase when compared to February 2011 (sales of 5,859 vehicles).  On a year-to-date basis, MBCPO 
sold 12,930 vehicles, an increase of 5.1% over the comparable period (with sales of 12,302). 

 
About Mercedes-Benz USA 

Mercedes-Benz USA (MBUSA), headquartered in Montvale, New Jersey, is responsible for the distribution, marketing and 
customer service for all Mercedes-Benz and Maybach products in the United States.  MBUSA offers drivers the most diverse 
line-up in the luxury segment with 12 model lines ranging from the sporty C-Class to the flagship S-Class sedans and the 
SLS AMG supercar.    
 
MBUSA is also responsible for the distribution, marketing and customer service of Mercedes-Benz Sprinter Vans in the US.  
More information on MBUSA and its products can be found at www.mbusa.com and www.mbsprinterusa.com.  

 
HIGHEST FEBRUARY ON RECORD FOR MERCEDES-BENZ WITH SALES OF 19,679  

 

As a young father and widower living in France, Emil Jellinek became interested in the 
automobile and began selling them.  Because of his business connections, he 
became successful selling mainly French made automobiles to European aristocrats.  
While wintering in Nice, France, he built a factory named after his daughter, Adrienne 
Manuela Ramona Jellinek, who he called Mercedes. The name meaning “gifts” or 
“favors” in Spanish. 
 
By 1897, he was selling 140 cars a year.  He began calling them “Mercedes”.  He saw 
an advertisement for DMG (Damiler-Motoren-Gesellschaft) and traveled to Stuttgart, 
Germany.  There he contracted to sell DMG vehicles. So began the drives and racing 
of the early motoren wagen. 
 
In April 1900, Jellinek contracted with Maybach to have a sports car built for him 
which he called Mercedes. Jellinek gave strict specifications for the vehicle stating “I 
do not want a car for tomorrow; it will be a car for the day after tomorrow.” 
 
So now you know the answer.  How well do you know the history of the Mercedes 
brand?   
 

http://www.mbusa.com/
http://www.mbsprinterusa.com/


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Mercedes-Benz and Freightliner Sprinter Vans are sold and marketed in the U.S. by Mercedes-Benz USA 
and Daimler Vans USA, respectively. 
**Numbers reflect MBUSA sales as of 7/1/2011; see release for total smart brand sales  

 
     
 
 
 

                                                                            
 

C-CLASS 5,240 4,479  17.0% 11,765  8,651  36.0% 

E-CLASS 4,206 4,204  0.0% 8,303  8,967  -7.4% 

S-CLASS 793 659  20.3% 1,578  1,459  8.2% 

CL-CLASS 79 104  -24.0% 146  211  -30.8% 

SL-CLASS 96 191  -49.7% 196  366  -46.4% 

SLS AMG 71 83  -14.5% 163  153  6.5% 

SLK-CLASS 286 137  108.8% 524  338  55.0% 

CLS-CLASS 455 89  411.2% 1,037  238  335.7% 

R-CLASS 163 178  -8.4% 293  410  -28.5% 

M-CLASS 3,408 1,924  77.1% 7,410  4,408  68.1% 

G-CLASS  78 91  -14.3% 173  191  -9.4% 

GL-CLASS 1,575 1,472  7.0% 3,185  2,990  6.5% 

GLK-CLASS 1,630 1,853  -12.0% 3,606  3,478  3.7% 

TOTAL 18,080 15,464  16.9% 38,379  31,862  20.5% 

*SPRINTER 830 712  16.6% 1,754  1,587  10.5% 

**Smart 769 0 0.0% 1,265  0 0.0% 

MBUSA 
Combined Total 

 
Feb-12 

 
Feb-11 

 
Monthly % 

 
YTD 2012 

 
YTD 2011 

 
Yearly % 

 
GRAND TOTAL 

 
19,679  

 
16,176  

 
21.7% 

 
41,398  

 
33,449  

 
23.8% 

 

Mercedes-Benz USA February 2012 Sales Data 

Passenger 
 Vehicles 

Feb 
2012 

Feb 
2011 

Monthly % YTD 2012 YTD 2011 Yearly % 

 

Section liaison, Dave 
Curtis (right) with Ed 

Hicks Imports in 
Corpus Christi, Texas 
reminds members of 
the 10% off parts and 

service (some 
exclusions may apply).  
You must present your 

membership card 
BEFORE having 

service performed or 
paying for parts.  



 
 

 
 
 

                                  By Kathy Senseman 

 
"Your father always had a nice ride", my cousin David whispered to me at my Dad's funeral. My Dad died this past January. 
He was 90, with a full head of (mostly) black hair and a winning smile of his original teeth. In short, he was still the handsome 
father that I knew as a young girl.  
 
And my cousin David was right...Dad always did have a nice car. There is an old photo of him standing next to his first "nice 
ride" -- 1941 Dodge Dream Cruiser Convertible. While in latter years his taste in cars would grow and mature, he always 
bought a convertible.  
 
The first car that I can remember was his 1962 
Corvette. A flashy silver sports car with red interior and 
gold side panels. Without going into painful family 
details, the cars untimely demised involved a tree and 
an older, but underage brother. Enough said. 
 
After the Vette, my Dad taste in automobiles expanded 
to embrace cars made in Europe -- Coventry, England 
to be more precise. His first European car was a gray 
1964 Jaguar XK-E. This was soon followed by a vibrant 
yellow 1967 Jaguar XK-E. 
 
My Dad kept his yellow Jag for many years. It was 
completely stock...if you ignore the fact that my Dad had made two modifications. First, he added an 8-track tape player so 
he could listen to recordings of Mantovani's Orchestra. But the really spectacular "mod" was the addition of a powerful air-
horn that blasted --at glass-shattering decibels-- the opening notes from the theme song for the 1957 movie, "Bridge over the 
River Kwai". When my Dad arrived home in his Jag, you KNEW it! 
 
I'm not sure why he wanted to sell the yellow Jag, but in the late 1980's he was looking for something new. At the time my 
husband and I had a 1985 Mercedes-Benz 300TD diesel station wagon. My Dad was leaning towards another Jaguar, but my 
husband pressed the case that "Lucas" -- the British electrical firm that did the wiring on Jaguars -- was widely known as the 
"Prince of Darkness" since the electrical system inevitably failed. Why buy a shoddy British car when you could just as well 
spend your money on a car with truly world-class engineering and quality, i.e. a Mercedes-Benz? 
 
I doubt that my father really listened to my husband, but some time later, Dad announced that he had bought a new car...a 
1987 silver gray, Mercedes-Benz SL560. 

 
 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This turned-out to be his most cherished car that he would keep until his death earlier this year.  
 
My father rarely drove his SL or as the Germans called it, his "der Panzerwagen" (i.e. "tank car"). Like an overly-protective 
father (...I could tell you stories...), he kept his "baby" safe in a warm garage bay in our family home. Despite being a "tank", 
my Dad wouldn't take it out of the safety of our garage, except on the rare day when the weather was perfect and only then, 
for a short time.  
 
 

A Very Nice Ride...1987 Mercedes Benz SL 560   



 
 

A very Nice Ride Continued… 
 
Right before my Dad passed away, he gave me his car. We had it transported from Connecticut to San Antonio where it now 
sits majestically in our garage with new Texas license plates. A 1987 MB SL560 in nearly show-room condition with just 
62,000 miles on the odometer. 
 
It took my husband a few weeks to figure out how to remove the "Pagoda" hardtop (one of the pins holding the hardtop down 
wouldn't release -- a common problem with SL's of this era). We were worried that the convertible top might be mildewed 
since the hardtop hadn't been taken-off in a number of years. When we finally got the hardtop off and the soft-top on, we 
were shocked! Instead of being mildewed, the soft-top looked brand-new. I don't think it has ever felt a single rain-drop! (Talk 
about being "over protective"!). 
 
Of course we are thrilled to have this wonderful car. But best of all, it reminds me of the great times I had with my Dad. I like 
to think that wherever my Dad is now, he's happy that his best and last "nice ride" has found a new comfortable home in San 
Antonio, Texas.  
 
The only question now is which of my two lovely sons should get this wonderful legacy someday? 
 
 
 
 

. 
 

     Don’t ask…just have a safe and happy summer! 

 
Do you have a story to tell about your Mercedes?  
Let us hear from you.  We are interested in all 
Mercedes class vehicles.  Newer and older models 
too. 
 
What about Sprinter owners?     
 
Email your story to dieselbenz@wildblue.net.  And 
don’t forget the photos! 

 
MBCA Texas Hill Country Section Newsletter - published four times a year is the official newsletter of the Texas 
Hill Country Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America. 
 
Opinions - Opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily those of either MBCA or the Texas Hill 
Country Section.  Neither MBCA nor the Texas Hill Country Section endorses products or services but may, as 
part of our informational activities, allow them to be cited in articles and notices.   
 
Trademarks - The trade names and trademarks "Mercedes-Benz", "Mercedes", and the three-pointed star in a 
circle are owned by DBAG and are authorized for use by its licenses which include MBCA, exclusively. 
 
Reprints - Reprinting original material herein is permitted if a proper attribution (source, including date of issue) is 
shown. 
 
Advertising - We welcome advertisers whose subject matter is relevant to MBCA or of interest to members of the 
Section.  Advertising runs for one year (four issues) starting with the first issue.  MBCA members may place a 
classified ad for free providing that ad is Mercedes specific.  No inference should be made that products or 
services advertised herein have been approved by the MCBA/Texas Hill Country Section board of directors or this 
newsletter editor. 
 
Articles and Submissions - Copy should be e-mailed to the editor by the 10th of the month prior to the next issue.  
For example, submissions for the August issue should be received by the editor by July 10th. 

 

mailto:dieselbenz@wildblue.net

