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Okay we made it through
2020!
Congratulations
everyone! Now to deal
with 2021! The board
met last week and have
come up with a plan for
events for 2021. We are
planning on having driving events every other
month starting in February, so for the month of
February we will be returning To Singing Waters Vineyards in Comfort. We will check if
their Bistro can accommodate our group for a
late lunch. The plan all
year long will be a lunch
optional driving event.
So what is a lunch optional event?? Simply
put we will schedule a
driving event to start before a lunch at an establishment or after the driv-

A 4

DOOR

ing event.
This will
give
everyone
a
choice….you can either have lunch and
participate in the drive
or just do the drive and
skip the lunch or do
lunch and skip the
drive….whatever you
are most comfortable
with. All our events will
be requiring masks and
social distancing. We
will try to schedule restaurants that can provide takeout or have
outside seating. If the
restaurant can accommodate inside seating
that falls within the
state guidelines for capacity then it will be
your option to lunch
there. I know some of
our members are braver than others and are
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Don Dionisi
eating out in restaurants, and that’s your
choice. So we will have
these options on our
driving events for you.
Our second event will
be a picnic at Rebecca
Creek Park in March.
The remainder of the
driving events will be
posted after we do
some trial runs for the
driving portion and pull
everything together. If
anyone has any suggestions, let one of the
officers or directors
know and we will certainly
explore
your
thoughts. One of the
reasons we are scheduling driving events
every other month is
that if and when the—
cont’d next page...

S CLASS CONVERTIBLE?
C. Dove

2007 Mercedes-Benz
Ocean Drive 4 door
cabriolet Concept.

The Ocean Drive Concept car from
Mercedes-Benz made it’s debut in
2007. Built on a long wheelbase
using the S600 chassis, it featured
a bi-turbo V12 with 512 bhp and
830 ft lb of torque. Wow! What a
car! It was made with only a canvas
top that opened or closed within 20
1

seconds. The concept was never put
into production. In 2013-2014, the
idea was again brought up as a possibility. But again, it never went to
production. The idea stayed, but the
4 door concept was gone. The plan
was to build an S class 2 door convertible. So the 4 door Cabriolet is—
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Cont’d from page 1

positivity rate is lower towards the summer or fall and we have the option of scheduling tech
events or other inside activities. We can plug those events into the vacant months where we do
not have a scheduled drive.
I will send out updates as soon as we have new routes and food establishments selected. We
are going to explore the Food Trucks in the San Antonio area as this will give us a variety of
foods to choose from and will check the picnic table situation there as well.. I have also talked
with the new dealership in Selma and they would like to do a tour for us after the pandemic slows
down a bit. This is also true for Mercedes of San Antonio. They will schedule a tech session and
also allow us to have a membership drive at their dealership. We will recruit a variety of our classic car owners to display their pride and joy. Again this is after things calm down regarding the
pandemic as they do not want to put any of us or their staff in jeopardy by exposing anyone to
the virus.
On another note, we need to make sure that we drive our cars enough to keep the battery
charged up and keep the gasoline fresh. Remember there is ethanol in most of the gasolines
and ethanol turns to water vapor as it breaks down. This extra moisture will reek havoc on your
injectors and that will cost a lot to repair. It is also important to keep up with your A and B services. Stay tuned for further updates on events for 2021—and thank you for renewing your membership. We appreciate your support of our section very much!
Don Dionisi

4 Door S Class Convertible
continued from page 1…
now only a dream gone by. The
concept of the Ocean Drive S
Class 4 door cabriolet was not
meant to be. But—there would
be the 2 door S class Cabriolet
built on the S coupe for 2014. Of
course these are few and far between. If you are lucky enough
to run across one for sale, you
can most likely expect to pay a
nice premium for it.—more on the

The 4 door S Class Cabriolet… never to be—

4 door S class on next page.
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4 Door S Class Convertible
Mercedes featured a four-door cabriolet based on the long-wheelbase S600 at the 2007 Detroit
Auto Show. It was called the Ocean Drive, probably because that's where it belongs--Ocean
Drive in Miami Beach, Laguna Niguel or Cape Cod. It is just that kind of car. This car would have
been able to compete with other marques such as the Rolls-Royce convertible or the Bentley Azure.
Aside from the early 1960’s Lincoln Continental convertibles, the Ocean Drive Concept car is accessible by all four doors. And a very cool feature of this car are the proximity sensors which activate the concealed door handles. With a 124.5-inch wheelbase, it makes this four-seater easy to
enter and exit with plenty of room and comfort.
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The 2014 Mercedes-Benz S-Class
4 Door Convertible Concept car
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MISSION
Despite the dreary cold and
drizzly Saturday, we had a fair
turn out for our December picnic - we exercised social distancing and wore masks. There
were 9 club members in attendance. Everyone brought toy
gifts to donate to the Toys for
Tots campaign.

DECEMBER—
VALLEY COMMUNITY CENTER

C. DOVE

being traded or sold. A very
nice car for someone.
The Mission Valley community
center is actually an old one
room school house that was
built in the 1840's for the early
German settlers in the area.
The land along with the building was donated as the first
community school in 1870. Annexed by the New Braunfels
school district in 1952, the historic building has served as a
community center ever since.
Our thanks to Dan Coburn for
reserving the community center for our picnic and lunch.

We sat at a large wooden table
around the wood burning stove
in the little school house. Everyone brought their own picnic
lunch. We ate our lunch and
enjoyed talking together about
various topics and of course we
would solve all of the countries
problems and troubles... we
had a nice visit together and a On the business side, Louis
nice afternoon.
Forrai was awarded a plaque
for Member Chair of the Year.
Our discussion included cool Congratulations to Louis. We
cars that we all had owned in had another award—for Memthe past… Norm and Cathy ber of the Year, but that pertalked about the possibility of a son did not show up… so
new car in their near future. someone will be surprised at
And his beautiful 2011 SL550 our next event—if they show
up then…
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Louis receives his award

Yaeko waiting inside by the stove
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Classified Section
- For Sale -

1989 Mercedes-Benz SL560
A Beautiful example of an R107 chassis…
With less than 20,000 original miles.
For Sale: 1989 Mercedes—Benz SL560. The Mercedes-Benz R107 SL-Class was produced from
1971-1989 and is now settling into the role of an appreciating classic. Many of these still show
modest miles, as many were used only seasonally and on pleasant days.
This 560SL is such an example: 18,500 miles, black exterior and convertible top, which has never
been wet, with gray interior leather showing little if any wear. This vehicle since 2010 has
been impeccably serviced by MB of SA to include annual maintenance and service with recent AC
update. All service has been performed by the same senior technician who takes care of all of our
vehicles. This car has both the soft convertible top and the removable hardtop.
Mercedes-Benz of Germany selected this 560SL to showcase in a special You Tube feature which
was released in Germany, December of 2018. The focus of the show was to showcase an example
of an original, unrestored, exceptionally well maintained example of the R107 SL class with the
560SL earning the reputation as the Star in the heritage of this M-B model.
(AUTO WEEK said this past year, that the 560SL is one of the five cars of the 1980s you should be
buying right now…) - More photos and a link to a short video of this car on the next page
Bill Rasco
210-860-3400
Member of MBCA for over 40 years

6

7

Classified Section Continued-

See a short video of this
car on our utube channel—
click the link below...

1989 SL560 Video

Contact Bill Rasco for more information about this 1989 SL560 - 210-860-3400
Or email at: billrasco@me.com

Classified ads for Mercedes-Benz automobiles, Mercedes-Benz parts and/or accessories
can be placed in our newsletter. Ad content should be sent to: riopaloma@sbcglobal.net
by the 10th of the month before the quarterly newsletter is published. May ads should be
received by April 10th. If possible, please include 1, 2 or 3 photographs to go with your ad.
Ads are offered FREE for Club Members. Our newsletters are published quarterly –
February, May, August and November.
7

8

Christmas in 2019
And MB of SA
Club members Bill and Lucy Rasco were in the market for purchasing a new
car to replace their classic S500 Mercedes-Benz. They had the word out to
their sales representative at MB of SA. Here is their story...
By Bill Rasco

The spirit of MB of SA and the surprise Christmas present of 2019.
Our sales representative and friend of many years, Louis Garcia, called to
say a CPO 2015 S550 in Palladium Silver Metallic was acquired by the dealership with 3600 original miles. He assured me that the vehicle was in exceptional condition, originally delivered at MB of SA and probably never seen
weather and we needed to purchase it. So with the sound of Christmas
bells, we were off to the dealership... we went with the confirmation that it
was being held for Lucy’s inspection and decision.
Taking our time to listen as Louis expounded on the wonders of the current S
series, an orientation drive, and then back in the showroom to ponder, I kept
seeing this gentleman roaming around us and the S550 as we discussed our
decision. Only later did I find out there were several individuals standing
watch in great hopes that they would be purchasing this lovely 4 year old S
Mercedes and not us. And with only 3600 miles, it was barely broken in.
The decision made, Christmas shopping done, and another S Class joins a
long tradition of owning one of Mercedes’ superior sedans beginning with my
300SEL 6.3, 560SEL, S500 sitting along beside a series of SLs and E to
keep company and a couple other British and German automobiles. Over a
little more than a year later now, our S550 has just reached 7000 miles…

With the superior support from our service adviser Gary Sauter, our
service technician Steve Jordan, and the Shop Foreman Wayne
Burchard, I know the future is great with our S550 being the most
recent member of our automobile family which they already care for
with great excellence!
8
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Upcoming Events:

February 2021—Comfort, Texas and the Singing Water Vineyard. We visited the Vineyard in October where several of us participated in the car show sponsored by Lester’s Automotive. They
have a bistro on site where we can have lunch. There is outside seating. It is a really nice scenic
drive to the Vineyard and worth going if just for the drive. Their Bistro is open Thursday thru Sunday and the menu changes weekly. Check their website and menu: Singing Water Vineyard
Watch your E-News for date and time for this event—coming soon.
March 2021— We are planning another drive and a picnic at Rebecca Creek Park in Spring
Branch. Several of us have been there before and we can all agree that it is a nice quiet secluded private park It is gate accessed only. As in the past, everyone is asked to bring their own picnic lunch and beverages. We will reserve a picnic site for our group. There is running water and
restroom facilities for our use. More on this event will be coming—watch your E-News.


All of our events are subject to change due to the health situation we currently
are in. Events will be planned with social distancing and all health precautions in
mind. We encourage face mask protection.



Watch your E-News for updates and future upcoming events.

9

10

en
m
m
o
Willk
And
!
n
o
h
c
es
Dank
Welcome
New Members!
Christopher Mitchell

Christopher Mitchell
Kasandra Mitchell
James Mosbey
Ross Cooper
Jacqueline Boone
Guilford Jones
Victor Gonzales
Cody Spires
Danielle Salinas

We want to thank everyone for being a member of this
Club. Because of your loyalty and support, your yearly
membership dues helps to support our section financially
and we are able to produce and deliver a Section Newsletter; host fun and unique Section Events; and bring you
the latest technical, maintenance and general driving information about your Mercedes-Benz vehicle(s).

Loyal Member Renewals!
Daniel Jacob
Don Dionisi
George Acker
Mark Barnes
Ronald Cormier
Ronnie Swanner
Barbara O’Connor
Edward Sanchez
Mark Barnes

Robert Inserni
David Brooks
Charles Adamson
Charles Dove
Tutti Burkett
Howard Troup
Tommy Churchwell
John Schrock
Robert Inserni

If you would like to order a
Mercedes-Benz Club name
badge, click the image here:

REMINDER: If we do not have your email address, you are missing out on the majority of
the communications from the Club. Please go to www.mbca.org, log in and update your
info to stay updated on all that we have going on. Also, please list your spouse/partner
as an associate member on the mbca website.
10
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Benefits with your Membership
Dealer Discounts on Parts, Service & Accessories at Participating
Mercedes-Benz Dealers - The presentation of your membership card
may entitle you to 5%, 10% or (up to) 20% off parts, service and accessories from the U.S. and Canadian Mercedes-Benz dealers. Even if
your vehicle is under warranty, not all service is covered. Call any of
our local Mercedes-Benz dealers in advance to confirm their participation in the MBCA dealer discount program. You must present your
MBCA membership card before having service performed or paying for
parts. Dealership discounts will usually pay for a membership.
Renew Your Membership – You DO NOT need to wait until your renewal date before extending your club membership.
Refer a New Member – You will get an extra month added to your
membership.
Mercedes-Benz Models & Chassis Forums—Mercedes forums include every model made by Mercedes from A class to GLK, the Sprinter, Smart Car, Adenauer, Gullwing, vintage and collectibles. Go to
www.mbca.org and sign in using your membership card to participate.
See all the benefits available to you as a club member at
www.mbca.org/membership.

Click the Star to
renew your
membership!
Or go to:
mbca.org

If you know someone that owns a Mercedes-Benz, invite them to join our club. We have plenty
of applications on hand for membership – just ask for a few at our next event. Keep them in
your car. Let your friends know the benefits of our club – like the discounts on parts and service.
And mention the Loyalty Rewards Program. Any member of the Mercedes Club that has been
a member for 12 consecutive months or longer entitles you to receive $500 towards the lease,
or purchase of a new or CPO Mercedes-Benz. The $500 discount applies after you’ve made
your best deal.
11
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Can’t find your Membership Card?
No worries! Just call the national business
office at 800-637-2360 or go online at
www.mbca.org to request another card.
Keep the card with you to enjoy dealership
and other member discounts.

Texas Hill Country Section | MBCA Is On The Web!
National website – www.mbca.org
Section website - http://texashillcountry.mbca.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/ Texas Hill Country Section—Mercedes-Benz Club of
America
Section Newsletters
You Tube channel
MBCA Texas Hill Country Section Newsletter - published four times a year is the official newsletter of the
Texas Hill Country Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America.
Opinions - Opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily those of either MBCA or the
Texas Hill Country Section. Neither MBCA nor the Texas Hill Country Section endorses products or services
but may, as part of our informational activities, allow them to be cited in articles and notices.
Trademarks - The trade names and trademarks "Mercedes-Benz", "Mercedes", and the three-pointed star
in a circle are owned by DBAG and are authorized for use by its licenses which include MBCA, exclusively.
Reprints - Reprinting original material herein is permitted if a proper attribution (source, including date of
issue) is shown.
Advertising - We welcome advertisers whose subject matter is relevant to MBCA or of interest to members
of the Section. Advertising runs for one year (four issues) starting with the first issue. MBCA members may
place a classified ad for free providing that ad is Mercedes specific. No inference should be made that
products or services advertised herein have been approved by the MCBA/Texas Hill Country Section board
of directors or this newsletter editor.
Articles and Submissions – Copy for our quarterly newsletter should
be e-mailed to the newsletter editor (riopaloma@sbcglobal.net) by
the 10th of the month prior to the next issue. For example, submissions for the February issue should be
received by the editor by January 10th.
If you have an interesting story about
your Mercedes experience, we would
like to hear about it. If you’ve purchased a new or new to you Mercedes,
we like to hear about that too.
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2016 S63 AMG—guess who in our club
recently got one of these?

