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Mercedes-Benz Club of America

Texas Hill Country Section
Proudly Serving South and West Texas

M ESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT
It is hard to believe that it
is November already and
we just had a mild cool
front in San Antonio.
Soon we will be putting
the tops up or on depending what you drive.
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Enchanted Rock with
it’s many Legends...

We have two more
events planned this year.
In November we have
been given an invitation
to Holiday Haus at the
Texas Hill Country Gardens in New Braunfels
on FM 1863 to enjoy a
large selection of Christmas and other holiday
items. Andrea, the owner, will give all MBCA
members a 10% discount so let her know
that you are a member.
The date is November
21st which is a Saturday.
She has given us a large

window of time to stop
by. You can plan on
shopping from 3 pm till
9 pm. We will not have
a formal meeting time
as a group so just
show up when it is a
convenient time for
you. I always like to
go after dark as the
lights are really nice.
There will be Christmas trees already decorated and guess what!
You can purchase the
entire decorated tree.
Several
members
bought the entire tree
decorations and all. If
you have never been
to Holiday Haus you
are in for a real treat.
There are literally thousands of items to purchase. There are three
large rooms to browse

ENCHANGED ROCK LEGENDS
There are several legends about Enchanted
rock. One legend is that
the Tonkawa Indians
captured a Spanish conquistador who escaped
and hid in the rocks. So
the Indian legend talks of
a ‘pale man swallowed
by the rock’. He was re1

C. Dove
born as ‘one of their
own’. The Indians believe he wove enchantments on the area.
Enchanted Rock opened
as a state natural area
in October of 1978.
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Don Dionisi
about in so social distancing will be easy,
just wear your mask.
Our December event
will be an afternoon
get together for a picnic at the Mission Valley Community Center
again in New Braunfels. You can bring
your picnic basket with
your favorite foods
and don’t forget your
drinks either. We will
also ask that everyone
bring an unwrapped
toy gift that we will collect and donate to the
Toys for Tots campaign. The picnic will
begin at 1 pm in the
schoolyard and finish
by 4 pm. Restrooms
are available in the
school building.—
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE CONTINUED

Cont’d from page 1

We will social distance and
wear a mask when not eating.
Plan on bringing your lawn
chairs and picnic supplies. If
you want to use a table inside
there will be limited room to
eat and social distance. The
date for this event will come
soon. Several of our members
have asked about a holiday
evening dinner this year. With
all the issues associated with
the pandemic the board and
officers felt it best to postpone
a large dinner event this year,
especially with cases spiking
in the San Antonio area.
Once we have an effective
vaccine I promise we will have
dinners once a month and a
really big holiday event next
year.

Mercedes Maybach
Discontinued?
The Replacement could be this 2021
Concept Mercedes-Benz U-Class

See you soon,
Don Dionisi

More about the U-Class on the next page

The Mission Valley Community
Center was formerly an old German Settlers school house built in
the 1880’s. It was annexed by
New Braunfels and then used as a
Community Center in the early
1950’s.
1135 Mission Valley Rd, New Braunfels, TX 78132
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SECTION OFFICERS

Don Dionisi
President /
Board Member /
Activities Director

Joe Aaron
Board Member

Charles Dove
Vice President /
Newsletter Editor
Board Member

Martin Rios
Treasurer /
Webmaster /
Board Member

Dan Coburn
Secretary / Board
Member

Robin Schroeder
Board Member

Norm Glorioso
Board Member

The 2021 Mercedes-Benz U-Class
The Luxurious Flagship to replace the Maybach
Since Daimler has discontinued the Maybach,
the ultimate Benz would be the S class. For
those who want a more luxurious Benz, Daimler has come up with it’s 2021 concept—the U
class. It is fitted with a V12 6.0 liter twin-turbo
engine that would be priced around $150,000
(take into account inflation by 2021 and you
may be looking closer to $225k) But you ask,
will it compete against such marks as Bentley
and Rolls-Royce? According to auto designer
Scott Wu Kaiser, once you have ridden in the
new U class, you will not question it’s ability to
compete with the ultra luxury brands.
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OUR SEPTEMBER DRIVING EVENT—
TO ENCHANTED ROCK
C. DOVE
We had a very good turnout and a beautiful day
for our scenic drive
through the Texas Hill
Country.
We
drove
through several small out
of the way towns along
our route. It was a pleasure to drive the winding
roads in a Mercedes.
There were 7 cars in our
group this day. A vintage
classic 1981 240D that
was in excellent condition
drove along perfectly with
the group. There were
many models and years
among us. Even a 2018
AMG GTC - several SL's
of various years, and a
Blue Tec S350. All of
them a great sight to see
on the road - especially
when you love the Mercedes cars as much as
we do.

We arrived at our destination - Enchanted
Rock and took several
photos of our group
and of course photos
of the famous hunk of
granite rock. Legend
has it that a band of
brave indian warriors
which were the last of
their tribe, defended
themselves on the
large granite dome
from the attacks of other Indians. These warriors were eventually
overcome and killed.
Enchanted Rock has
been haunted by their
ghosts ever since.
There are many legends surrounding this
area.
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Enchanted Rock Drive— Continued
One tells of an Indian princess
who threw herself off the rock
when she witnessed her people
slaughtered by enemy Indians
Her spirit is said to haunt the enchanted rock.

By the time we got home, we put
200 miles on the SL. This was a
very nice day, a nice drive and a
lot of very nice people.

After our photo session, we
drove on to Fredericksburg where we bid farewell and each
of us went our separate ways.
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Enchanted Rock— Continued
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A 2ND SEPTEMBER 26TH EVENT—
A B A C K R OA D TO L OS T M A P L E S
Our drive through the
Texas Hill Country was
again a great diversion
from being confined at
home during this trying
time. We all do what we
can to stay safe. We
have tried to plan activities that will keep us distant from each other and
still be together at least
for a little while.
The day was reasonably
cool, with just enough
clouds to make it enjoyable with the top down.
There were six Mercedes
cars and 11 people who
joined together to enjoy
the drive. We had some
really fantastic views all
along our way. Don
picked a nice route for us
to travel for this event.
We met up at the CVS on

Hwy 16 just outside of
Helotes. Our route took us
through Helotes and onward to Pipe Creek… and
on to Bandera. We ventured off the main road
and on to the more scenic
side roads through Medina, winding around and
alongside the Guadalupe
River. We drove by several vineyards along our
way. I didn’t realize South
Texas had so many Wineries. We’ll have to tour
them at some point. We
drove over several river
crossings… and through
many small Texas town
communities along the upper Sabinal river and Edwards Plateau region.
Some I had never heard
of. We stopped for a short
break and something to
drink at the Lost Maples -
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C. DOVE

Country Store where we
took a few photos. Then
we were back on the road
toward the Lost Maples
Natural area which is
known for its fall color. We
didn’t drive inside the area
as it is still early in the
season and the trees
have not yet started to
turn color.
The scenic
drive was mainly what our
day was all about… and it
was a nice day for the
drive.
I hope those that were
able to join us enjoyed the
day as much as I did.
Until the next time, stay
safe
and
stay
well.
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Lost Maples Drive— Continued

Down Town Bandera

8

9
Page 9

OC TO BE R EVE N T—LES TE R’S AUTOM OTI VE
CAR SHOW AT SINGING WATERS VINEYARD

C. DOVE

Our October event sponsored
by Lester’s Automotive was
superb! This year the venue
changed due to the pandemic. Lester’s car show is usually held in late March and has
always benefited a charity.
Lester’s was sold, and the
new owners are avid car enthusiasts and wanted to keep
this annual tradition going.
To further improve this event,
the new owners are friends
with the owners of the Singing
Water Vineyard in Comfort,
Texas… who are also car enthusiasts. They decided it
would be a great idea to have
the car show at the Vineyard
where there is much more
room to display cars and social distance.
The Texas Hill Country Mercedes-Benz club offered to
pay for the 1st 5 members to
sign up to show their cars.
We got the 5 club members
within a few days. We had

many more members sign up
to show their cars and to attend this event. We were also
very happy to have members
of the Austin Lone Star Section join us. Notably, Arno and
Ginny Pitzen – President and
Vice President of the club.
Ginny also writes and sends
out their newsletter.
Martin and I decided that it
might be advantageous for us
to spend the night in Comfort,
or Boerne so we could get to
the Vineyard early. Although
Comfort is just under an hour’s
drive from San Antonio, it
would have meant leaving
pretty early in the morning to
get there at a reasonable time.
And we thought it might be fun
for a little get away for a night.
Friends and club members
Kathy and husband Douglas
joined us for the weekend.
They drove in from Houston
and met us at the hotel. They
are both members of the Houston and the Texas Hill—
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Country Benz Club. . We enjoyed our Friday night out with
dinner at the Little Gretel Restaurant in Boerne. The restaurant is located on River Rd.,
just across the street from the
Cibolo Creek River. We sat
outside in the cool evening and
enjoyed a variety of great food.
Starting with appetizers - Escargot sautéed in wine with
shallots and garlic butter… so
good!!. Crab cakes with homemade tartar sauce served on a
bed of fresh greens and cherry
tomatoes. We also tried the
assortment of wild game sausage consisting of wild boar,
venison and buffalo served
with house made spicy mustard, Gouda cheese and apple
slices For the main course –
each of us tried something different.
1st up was Rahm
Schnitzel of veal with a cream
sauce, homemade spätzle,
and red cabbage. Cont;d—
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OCTOBER EVENT—LESTER’S AUTOMOTIVE
S H O W A T S I N G I N G W A T E R S V I N E YA R D C O N T ’ D

Another entrée was the pan
fried Red Snapper stuffed
with crab, served with herbed
pasta with paprika cream and
baby
spinach.
Excellent!
There were two specials this
night – braised rabbit that
Douglas ordered (Although he
said it was very good, I just
dont eat furry little animals –
sorry), and Kathy ordered the
venison that was prepared in
a dark rich wine sauce and
served with potatoes. For
dessert, we had apple strudel
with Chantilly cream, and also
a slice of their very excellent
German Chocolate cake – we
shared. Sitting outside with
the cool evening air was really nice… and we enjoyed
looking at the nearly full Blue
Moon… but after the sun
went down, it did get a bit
chilly. So from there, we
drove back to the hotel for the
night. The next morning we
had a light continental break-

C. DOVE

fast with coffee at the hotel
and then we were on the road
to Comfort which was only
about a 20 drive. The Singing
Water Vineyard is indeed located off the beaten path and
it is a place that you wouldn’t
just stumble upon. Thankfully
we have a smart phone with
Google maps readily available.
She’s (Siri or whoever she
was) was absolutely remarkable with guiding us through a
most outstanding drive along a
very narrow country road. We
drove through winding hills
comparable to a thrilling roller
coaster ride, with spectacular
views. Some of the hills were
quite steep making it hard to
take in the view while watching
the road twist and turn. We
arrived at the Vineyard at 8:30
where we waited in line to be
directed to our parking place.
They decided that they didn’t
want all the same brand cars
to be parked together so they
spread us all out – they said

Below: Bill Rasco’s 1979 Rolls Royce

was to make it a more enjoyable walk through all the various
car makes and models… and I
guess that was really true.
There was a wide assortment
of cars from the early 1920’s
up to present day. It was a perfect day for this event too. The
weather cooperated being nice
and cool, with lots of sunshine.
We made many friends walking around and talking to the
owners of the display of cars.
There were many Hill Country
Benz club members there and
we were happy to see them. I
spoke with Ginny and Arno
Pitzen from the Austin Benz
club – and admired their 2003
SL55 AMG Brabus V12 K8…
such a gorgeous car!
Club member Bill Rasco
brought his 1979 Rolls Royce
to display – and he picked up a
trophy for his entry for that car.
Sak and Bebe Reeves were
also in attendance with their
2018 AMG GTC. And what a
great car that is!

Below: Sak Reeves’ 2018 AMG GTC
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OCTOBER EVENT—LESTER’S AUTOMOTIVE
S H O W A T S I N G I N G W A T E R S V I N E YA R D C O N T ’ D

Sak got a ‘Best of Class’
award for his car. Joe Aaron
and Cathy Viesca came in
Joe’s 1983 300D that was recently clay barred – the finish
was really nice too.
Tim Pappas brought his 1981
240D – it is always a pleasure
to see that car.
Dan Coburn was displaying is
2012 S350 Blue Tech – with a
very respectable diesel engine. Dan also owns 2 electric
cars – the wave of the future.
Norm Glorioso arrived with
his 1966 230SL Pagoda. Now
this is what a Pagoda should
look like, and it is just a wonderful car all around. He
picked up a trophy for ‘Best in
Class’ for his car too. It was
also nice to see his wife
Cathy who drive in separately
so she could drive back to
Wimberley. It did turn out to
be a long day for us all.
Alan Syme with the Austin
club brought his 2008 SL550.
Kathy Ley and Douglas Haberman drove in from Houston to display their 2006
SL500. They are always fun
and make friends where ever
they go.
I brought my 2009 SL550 Silver Arrow Edition. This car is
always a pleasure and fun car
to drive. The ’09 year model
still has the ABC suspension
– Active Body Control, which
was discontinued (in 2013 I
think) I believe for maintenance reasons and the expense when and if something

C. DOVE

goes wrong with it… but honestly, I really like the way the
car handles with the ABC. I’ve
had one issue with it during
the time I have owned this car.
It was not that out of line expense wise – and I can tell the
difference without the ABC.
My 2013 S550 although it
rides and drives very well and
I love the car, I can tell the difference with it not having the
Active Body Control. I’m not
knocking the S550 for ride and
comfort, because it is a wonderful driving car.
John Briggs and his wife Trish
drove in from Edinburg in the
valley. They are temporarily
living in a quite nice RV (I saw
photos of it) in Edinburg. They
are building a home in San
Antonio that should be completed by February 4 of next
year. We will see more of
them at that time. They moved
to Texas from the Montana
area and were club members
there. They are really interesting people and nice to talk
with. We talked about some
similar experiences with camshaft position sensors on
Benz’s… I look forward to seeing them at future events.
They know many of the people
we have interacted with in the
national (MBCA) Benz club.
Mark Luketic and his wife
brought 2 cars. Their 2005
SL65 AMG, and his newest
acquisition the 2005 CL65
AMG – very nice!
Lester’s and the Singing Water
hosts provided bottle water
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and offered a wine tasting opportunity to try their wines. After you got to sample the wines
of your choice, you could purchase your selections to go.
They also had a bistro in operation where you could purchase food for lunch.... there
was entertainment was provided by a live band. Kids got to
pick up candy from several
trunks as a ‘Trunk or Treat’ activity. There was even a hearse
complete with a 20 foot skeleton and an assortment of other
ghouls and skeletons.
It was a great day with lots of
new friends. We had lots of interesting conversations with
many people… I hope we will
make another visit to the Vineyard and maybe a tour of their
facility – and perhaps lunch at
their bistro. Believe me; it will
be worth the drive on Skyline
Drive! Very scenic!

Above: The 20 foot skeleton along
side the hearse… I think it was
about a 1976 model Cadillac
Hearse. In very nice condition.
I am working on a video slideshow of
this event with more photos. I will
post it to our utube channel, and
send it out soon.
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Classified Section
For Sale

This Classic Benz is still for sale!
If you have ever wanted an R107 chassis,
this could be the one!
For Sale: 1989 Mercedes—Benz SL560. The Mercedes-Benz R107 SL-Class was produced from
1971-1989 and is now settling into the role of an appreciating classic. Many of these still show
modest miles, as many were used only seasonally and on pleasant days.
This 560SL is such an example: 18,500 miles, black exterior and convertible top, which has never
been wet, with gray interior leather showing little if any wear. This vehicle since 2010 has
been impeccably serviced by MB of SA to include annual maintenance and service with recent AC
update. All service has been performed by the same senior technician who takes care of all of our
vehicles.
Mercedes-Benz of Germany selected this 560SL to showcase in a special You Tube feature which
was released in Germany, December of 2018. The focus of the show was to showcase an example
of an original, unrestored, exceptionally well maintained example of the R107 SL class with the
560SL earning the reputation as the Star in the heritage of this M-B model.
(AUTO WEEK said this past year, that the 560SL is one of the five cars of the 1980s you should be
buying right now…)
Bill Rasco
210-860-3400
Member of MBCA for over 40 years
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Classified Section Continued

Contact Bill Rasco for more information about this 1989 SL560 - 210-860-3400

Classified ads for Mercedes-Benz automobiles, Mercedes-Benz parts and/or accessories
can be placed in our newsletter. Ad content should be sent to: riopaloma@sbcglobal.net
by the 10th of the month before the quarterly newsletter is published. August ads should
be received by July 10th. If possible, please include 1, 2 or 3 photographs to go with your
ad. Ads are offered FREE for Club Members. Our newsletters are published quarterly –
February, May, August and November.
13
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Upcoming Events:

November 21, 2020—New Braunfels. We are invited to visit the Holiday Haus at the Texas Hill
Country Gardens on FM1863. Read more about this event In the Presidents Message in this issue. Directions to the Holiday Haus.
Texas Hill Country Gardens *
You can visit any time from 3:00 til 9:00. There will be no formal club meet there, so just stop by
when and if you can. Don’t forget to mention that you are a Mercedes Club member to receive a
10% discount.
December 2020— we are planning a picnic at the Mission Valley Community Center… the old
German School House in New Braunfels…. and we will also have a Toys for Tots gift donation.
So please bring an unwrapped gift for a child. Also bring your picnic basket with your picnic
lunch. We will get together at 1:00 to picnic together. Restrooms are onsite in the old school
house. Directions to the old School House…
Mission Valley Community Center


All of our events are subject to change due to the health situation we currently
are in. Events will be planned with social distancing and all health precautions in
mind. We encourage face mask protection.



Watch your E-News for updates and future upcoming events.
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New Members!
Kenneth Shepherd
Clifford Ocampo
Francisco Arriaga
Christopher Mitchell

We want to thank everyone for being a member of this
Club. Because of your loyalty and support, your yearly
membership dues helps to support our section financially
and we are able to produce and deliver a Section Newsletter; host fun and unique Section Events; and bring you
the latest technical, maintenance and general driving information about your Mercedes-Benz vehicle(s).

Loyal Member Renewals!
Douglas Haberman & Kathy Ley
Brent Saba
David Lewandros
Don Dionisi
Julian Beltran
John Davis
Robert Morris
Ronnie Swanner

David Kovac
George Young
David Snider
Zvonimir Lisac
Bonnie Bork
Scott Moore

If you would like to order a
Mercedes-Benz Club name
badge, click the image here:

REMINDER: If we do not have your email address, you are missing out on the majority of
the communications from the Club. Please go to www.mbca.org, log in and update your
info to stay updated on all that we have going on. Also, please list your spouse/partner
as an associate member on the mbca website.
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Benefits with your Membership
Dealer Discounts on Parts, Service & Accessories at Participating
Mercedes-Benz Dealers - The presentation of your membership card
may entitle you to 5%, 10% or (up to) 20% off parts, service and accessories from the U.S. and Canadian Mercedes-Benz dealers. Even if
your vehicle is under warranty, not all service is covered. Call any of
our local Mercedes-Benz dealers in advance to confirm their participation in the MBCA dealer discount program. You must present your
MBCA membership card before having service performed or paying for
parts. Dealership discounts will usually pay for a membership.
Renew Your Membership – You DO NOT need to wait until your renewal date before extending your club membership.
Refer a New Member – You will get an extra month added to your
membership.
Mercedes-Benz Models & Chassis Forums—Mercedes forums include every model made by Mercedes from A class to GLK, the Sprinter, Smart Car, Adenauer, Gullwing, vintage and collectibles. Go to
www.mbca.org and sign in using your membership card to participate.
See all the benefits available to you as a club member at
www.mbca.org/membership.

Click the Star to
renew your
membership!
Or go to:
mbca.org

If you know someone that owns a Mercedes-Benz, invite them to join our club. We have plenty
of applications on hand for membership – just ask for a few at our next event. Keep them in
your car. Let your friends know the benefits of our club – like the discounts on parts and service.
And mention the Loyalty Rewards Program. Any member of the Mercedes Club that has been
a member for 12 consecutive months or longer entitles you to receive $500 towards the lease,
or purchase of a new or CPO Mercedes-Benz. The $500 discount applies after you’ve made
your best deal.
16
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Can’t find your Membership Card?
No worries! Just call the national business
office at 800-637-2360 or go online at
www.mbca.org to request another card.
Keep the card with you to enjoy dealership
and other member discounts.

Texas Hill Country Section | MBCA Is On The Web!
National website – www.mbca.org
Section website - http://texashillcountry.mbca.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/ Texas Hill Country Section—Mercedes-Benz Club of
America
Section Newsletters
You Tube channel
MBCA Texas Hill Country Section Newsletter - published four times a year is the official newsletter of the
Texas Hill Country Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America.
Opinions - Opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily those of either MBCA or the
Texas Hill Country Section. Neither MBCA nor the Texas Hill Country Section endorses products or services
but may, as part of our informational activities, allow them to be cited in articles and notices.
Trademarks - The trade names and trademarks "Mercedes-Benz", "Mercedes", and the three-pointed star
in a circle are owned by DBAG and are authorized for use by its licenses which include MBCA, exclusively.
Reprints - Reprinting original material herein is permitted if a proper attribution (source, including date of
issue) is shown.
Advertising - We welcome advertisers whose subject matter is relevant to MBCA or of interest to members
of the Section. Advertising runs for one year (four issues) starting with the first issue. MBCA members may
place a classified ad for free providing that ad is Mercedes specific. No inference should be made that
products or services advertised herein have been approved by the MCBA/Texas Hill Country Section board
of directors or this newsletter editor.
Articles and Submissions – Copy for our quarterly newsletter should
be e-mailed to the newsletter editor (riopaloma@sbcglobal.net) by
the 10th of the month prior to the next issue. For example, submissions for the November issue should
be received by the editor by September 10th. If you have an interesting
story about your Mercedes experience,
we would like to hear about it. If you’ve
purchased a new or new to you Mercedes, we like to hear about that too.
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2016 S550 Coupe

