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“Every great Oak tree started out as a couple of nuts who stood
their ground.” I read this quote and thought most clubs could well
relate to it, including our own. The Texas Hill Country Section
began in 2011 with four officers who created the newsletter and
planned the website, organized events, and sent electronic mail.
Thinking back now, I have to admit there was a few times I felt a
little nutty. Today, we manage our section with seven directors.
We recently had an election for directors to serve for the 20152017 term. At our October meeting, we voted for those to also
serve as officers. Please read more about that on page 8.
We’ve had great events this year and we thank yhou for
participating. Recently, we enjoyed an Italian dinner in
September, then drove to Don and Louis’ house for Benz Fest in
October. We drank lots of coffee and ate pastries in November at
the cars & coffee events. We’re already looking to 2016 and hope
to include drives to see more of you and our great State.

President – Kathie Steele

Formula One News7

Vice President – John Volk
Secretary/Webmaster – Dan Coburn
Treasurer - Keith Steele
Director - Joe Aaron
Director – Ruben Torres
Director - Unfilled
Newsletter Editor – Charles Dove

Keep in mind that as members you may attend any local, regional
or national event. You will be reading more information in the
months to come about StarFest® 2016, hosted by the Minuteman
Section. This will be a four-day event with track events, driving
rallies, nautical cruises, a Ladies of Mercedes event and a
concours d’Elegance. StarFest will be held August 3-6, 2016. For
more
information
about
this
event,
visit
www.starfest2016.mbca.org.
We would like to welcome all our new members who joined the
club this year including the new Airstream owners. These
members have purchased their Autobahn or Interstate RV model
built on the Mercedes-Benz Sprinter chassis. The Texas Hill
Country Section welcomes new Airstream members on page 2.
As we end the year, I would like to say “thank you” for being a
member of MBCA and helping our section to grow. Make a New
Year’s resolution to tell us about your car for our section
newsletter or attend one of our events next year. Stay safe on the
road this holiday season and we’ll see you soon.
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Thank you for your support in helping make the
Texas Hill Country Section one of the best in MBCA!
We thank you for being a member of this Club. Because of your
loyalty and support, your yearly membership dues help to support
our section financially and we are able to produce and deliver a
Section Newsletter; host fun and unique Section Events like car
shows and Oktoberfest; and bring you the latest technical,
maintenance and general driving information about your MercedesBenz vehicle(s).

New Members
John Badder
David Burleson
Sandra Henke
Kevin Johnson
Steve Kulawik
Marshall Schreve
Clayton Williams
Kenneth Yeamans

Loyal Member Renewals

Mark Ballaro
Jim Creswell
Renzo Hernandez
Heather Knappe
Joe Perry
Buddy Walker
Scott Willis

Charles Adamson
John Felinski
Luis Hernandez
Tom Jones
Raul Martinez
Donald Miller
Cecil Patterson
Val Salazar
Ronnie Swanner
Howard Troup

George Dixon
Jose Fernandez
Charles Honore
Joe Marroquin
Kathryn McCall
Edwardo Paez
Ingeborg Pickard
Graham Sore
John Terry

Airstream and Mercedes-Benz
In 2014, Airstream and the Mercedes-Benz Club of America (MBCA) announced a partnership.
As a result of this partnership, Airstream has purchased a one year membership in MBCA for
new Airstream owners. The Airstream Interstate and Autobahn luxury coaches are built on the
MB Sprinter chassis. The Texas Hill Country Section is happy to have you. We welcome you to
the club. We would like to request that our Airstream members send their email information to:
Kathie Steele at: dieselbenz@outlook.com.
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Benefit with your Membership!
Dealer Discounts on Parts, Service & Accessories at Participating
Mercedes-Benz Dealers - The presentation of your membership card
may entitle you to 5%, 10% or (up to) 20% off parts, service and
accessories from the U.S. and Canadian Mercedes-Benz dealers.
Even if your vehicle is under warranty, not all service is covered. Call
any of our local Mercedes-Benz dealers in advance to confirm their
participation in the MBCA dealer discount program. You must present
your MBCA membership card before having service performed or
paying for parts.
Renew Your Membership – You do NOT need to wait until your
renewal date before extending your club membership. Renew for 3
years, get 3 months FREE. Renew for 2 years, get 2 months FREE!
These renewal offers are good indefinitely, and members may renew
at any time to receive the free months. There is no extra benefit for
renewing for just one year.
Mercedes-Benz Models & Chassis Forums Mercedes forums
include every model made by Mercedes from A class to GLK, the
Sprinter, Smart Car, Adenauer, Gullwing, vintage and collectibles. Go
to www.mbca.org and sign in using your membership card to
participate.
See all the benefits available to you as a club member at
www.mbca.org/membership.
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View all benefits - login
in to www.mbca.org,
click on the tab
“Membership”.

Texas Hill Country Event News - In July

Mercedes-Benz of San Antonio.
On Saturday morning, our group met at the Mercedes-Benz Dealership of San Antonio. We were
greeting by Richard Wood, the General Sales Manager, and Wayne Burchard, the Service Manager.
After some coffee, socializing and conversation
among club members, we were given a close up
presentation of the new Maybach 600 on the
showroom floor. This extremely elegant motor
car features a 523 HP 6.0 liter biturbo V-12
engine, 7 speed automatic transmission with
shift paddles. The interior appointments include
all LED lighting, a panorama roof, all wood trim,
leather and wood multifunction steering wheel,
‘Ingenieur’ analog clock, nappa leather ceiling,
door sill and console trim. Rear seating includes
folding tables for the twin power seats with
power calf and foot rest for the right seat. The
rear seats are divided by a wood trimmed
console complete with multiple compartments.
A very special ‘Thank You’ goes to Bill Rasco
(above right) for organizing this event.
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The all new AMG GTS GT S:
A Presentation by Chris Lichte, the AMG Specialist at MB of SA – From the showroom
and the Maybach, we were invited to attend a presentation of the new AMG GT S. It will be
available for 2016. According to Chris, the new 2016 Mercedes AMG GT S will offer
unbelievable performance with matching looks. And the growl that is generated from the
exhaust, will intimidate the road itself. The GTS features an all new hand built AMG 4.0 liter
V-8 biturbo engine and a 7 speed dual-clutch transmission, delivering a 0 to 60 time of 3.7
seconds, and a top speed of 197 mph. It will arrive in the spring of 2015.

Highlights: A hand built AMG 4.0 liter biturbo
V-8 engine – the world’s first sports car engine
with the turbos inside the V of the engine and
dry sump lubrication. Direct injection and
multispark ignition. AMG Dynamic Select with
multiple driver selectable suspension and
steering modes.

Club members are given a video
presentation of the AMG GT S. After
the video, club members had an
opportunity to ask questions about the
new offering from Mercedes-Benz.

Page 5

Next up - A Tour of the Service Area…

After the AMG presentation,
we were escorted through
the service area by Wayne
Burchard,
the
Service
Manager.

The tour provided us an opportunity to see
a very clean climate controlled work area.

Above, club members Joe Borrero,
Don Dionisi and Bill Rasco check
out a new S550 in the service bay.
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September Meet – Maggiano’s Little Italy Restaurant…

About 32 Club members attended the September event at Maggiano’s Restaurant in San Antonio.
A very nice evening of food and Mercedes-Benz enthusiast comradery was enjoyed by everyone.
We would like to thank Ruben Torres for organizing this event… and thanks to the wait staff at
Maggiano’s for their service and attentiveness.

Upcoming Events:
November – Cars and coffee will be held on Saturday the 14th at The Oak Hills Church
parking lot from 7:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
December – Castroville, Saturday the 5th for shopping and lunch. More information will follow.
Check our website at www.texashillcountry.mbca.org for the latest event information and past
event reports and photos.
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Texas Hill Country Section
Board of Directors
By Kathie Steele

In accordance with our bylaws, the Texas
Hill Country Section posted a nomination
ballot for our Board of Directors election
and was presented to the membership in
the August newsletter. There were no
changes or additions from the membership
to the ballot and thus an election was not
required.

Your new Board of Directors is as follows:
Kathie Steele – President
John Volk – Vice President
Dan Coburn – Secretary
Keith Steele – Treasurer
Ruben Torres – Director
Joe Aaron – Director
Unfilled Position - Director

The new Board of Directors met in October
and elected the section Officers (President,
Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer)
from among the ranks of the Board of
Directors. The two year term of the board
began on November 1, 2015.

www.facebook.com/texashillcountry

Mercedes-Benz Club of America
National Information
MBCA
National Business Office
1907 Lelaray Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80909-2872
800-637-2360

www.mbca.org

Above is a 1951 Mercedes-Benz 220 S
Cabriolet on display at the Keels and
Wheels Concours D’Elegance at the
Lakewood Yacht Club in Seabrook
Texas. The Keels and Wheels event
features a wide assortment of classic
cars and boats.

South Central Regional Director
Gene Jurick - gjurick@tx.rr.com
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Join in with other MBCA Section Events
The Mile High Section
In Southern Colorado
By Kathie Steele

One of the benefits of being a member of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America is the opportunity to
attend any local, regional, or national club event. Keith and I took advantage of this benefit this
past summer by driving to an event hosted by the Mile High Section (Denver) in southern Colorado.
We read the event description on the section’s webpage and decided we would like to join them.
There was a registration form to complete, so we sent the form in with our check. Some events do
not require a registration form. In this case, there were two dinners planned and a train ride that
required an RSVP and train tickets to purchase. Otherwise, you may email the event organizer and
let them know you wish to join the group.
The next item on the to-do list was to take our Mercedes into the dealership for a trip check.
During the event, we met members from the Colorado and New Mexico sections, exchanged email
addresses and, of course, talked about the club. We had a blast. The dinners were casual and the
view from the train ride spectacular.
I would encourage any member who cannot attend our section events to consider events hosted by
other sections. If you’re planning a vacation or just enjoy taking a drive as we did, check to see if
there is a club event in the area by looking at
the MBCA website at www.mbca.org. Go to the
Local Clubs/Sections tab at the top of the page
and scroll down to look at the region you wish
to visit.
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This event was hosted by the
Mile High Section of
Denver Colorado.

Kathie and Keith Steele.

U.S. Grand Prix
At Circuit of the Americas
By Kathie Steele

It was unfortunate it rained during the Formula One race held October 23-25, 2015 in Austin,
Texas. And by rain, I mean it poured buckets. That and the nasty hurricane didn’t help either.
Keith and I had tickets for Friday practice and Saturday qualifying, but opted not to make the
drive to the track. Instead, we watched the whole three day event from the dry comfort of our
living room. We were amazed to see the amount of rain on the track and the drivers slipping and
sliding during practice. Qualifying on Saturday was delayed then had to be rescheduled for
Sunday due to lightning. Not only did the downpours play havoc, but so did the wind with the low
number of fans watching with their umbrellas inside out and slickers flapping in the wind.
“It was a tough weekend,” circuit chairman Bobby Epstein told the Austin-American Statesman
before going on to describe the race as a “financially devastating weekend for the company”. Not
only did the weather keep ticket holders at bay, but many attended the return of the race in
Mexico. Fans that flew to Austin to attend an F1 race stayed home and were expected to attend
Mexico.
One good outcome from the weekend was that the Mercedes-Benz AMG Petronas team won the
race with driver, Lewis Hamilton, also cinching the title of 2015 World Champion .

Page 10

Cont’d

Second place went to fellow Mercedes team mate, Nico Rosberg, and third place to Ferrari driver
Sebastian Vettel.
Sir Elton John also attended the race and was contracted to conduct the post-race interviews and
to perform along with his band for fans afterwards at the track. The location of the concert had to
be moved due to flooding. Oh my…
Let’s hope next year favors the fans and the weather will be another impressive dry fall day in
Texas. Oh, and the Mercedes team will win again!
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Can’t find your Membership Card?
No worries! Just call the national business
office at 800-637-2360 or go online at
www.mbca.org to request another card.
Keep the card with you to enjoy dealership and
other member discounts.







Texas Hill Country Section|MBCA Is On The Web!
National website – www.mbca.org
Section website - http://texashillcountry.mbca.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/ Texas Hill Country Section| Mercedes-Benz-Club-ofAmerica
Section Newsletters

MBCA Texas Hill Country Section Newsletter - published four times a year is the official newsletter
of the Texas Hill Country Section of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America.
Opinions - Opinions expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily those of either MBCA
or the Texas Hill Country Section. Neither MBCA nor the Texas Hill Country Section endorses
products or services but may, as part of our informational activities, allow them to be cited in
articles and notices.
Trademarks - The trade names and trademarks "Mercedes-Benz", "Mercedes", and the threepointed star in a circle are owned by DBAG and are authorized for use by its licenses which
include MBCA, exclusively.
Reprints - Reprinting original material herein is permitted if a proper attribution (source, including
date of issue) is shown.
Advertising - We welcome advertisers whose subject matter is relevant to MBCA or of interest to
members of the Section. Advertising runs for one year (four issues) starting with the first issue.
MBCA members may place a classified ad for free providing that ad is Mercedes specific. No
inference should be made that products or services advertised herein have been approved by the
MCBA/Texas Hill Country Section board of directors or this newsletter editor.
Articles and Submissions - Copy should be e-mailed to the editor by the 10th of the month prior to
the next issue. For example, submissions for the February issue should be received by the editor
by January 10th.
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